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Bradley hosted a vigil in honor
of Susan Berry Brill de Ramirez
and Antonio Ramirez Barron
on Thursday night. Demetrice
Worley, associate professor of
English, led a prayer at the vigil.
photo by William Craine

Campus honors two
staff members
BY COLE BREDAHL
Managing Editor
Bradley University honored the
lives of couple Susan Berry Brill de
Ramirez and Antonio “Tony” Ramirez
Barron on Thursday night with a
vigil.
Susan was a Caterpillar professor
of English and coordinator of
Graduate Studies. Tony served as
a technology support specialist for
Bradley.
Authorities say the couple was
slain sometime Thursday night or
Friday morning in their Princeville
home. Their son, Jose Ramirez, 21, and
Matthew Roberts, 20, of Princeville
have both been charged with two
counts of first degree murder.
Susan taught at Bradley for 27
years and Tony began working at
Bradley in 1982 and was a Bradley
alumus.
Hundreds of people gathered in
the Michel Student Center Ballroom
to mourn and honor the lives of two
individuals who dedicated their lives

to Bradley.
Barbra Kerns, executive director
of learning design and technology,
worked with Tony for over 30 years
and he was in her wedding. She
mentioned that Thursday would have
been Tony’s 64th birthday. She shared
the story of how Tony approached
Susan at One World Cafe to ask her
on a date.
“He started to go through in
his analytical way and gave all the
reasons why they would make a great
couple,” Kerns said. “As he described
it, his persistence wore her down.”
Many people at the vigil spoke
about their dedication to Bradley and
colleagues.
Seth Katz, associate professor of
English, said Susan always thought of
others before herself.
“That focus on the other always
seemed to me to be her primary
motivation,” Katz said. “Her intention
was always to help.”
Dan Smith, associate chair of the
communication department, has been
at Bradley for 25 years and knew

them both well. He said he first
met Tony when he tried to add a
syllabus to Sakai, something Tony
was proficient in.
Smith said one of the reasons
Tony was loved so much was his
willingness to help anyone in need.
“I don’t remember Tony ever
telling somebody ‘No,’” Smith said.
“Tony was astonishingly humble and
giving. I used to tell him that he was
giving to a fault and that it was okay
to say no to people.”
Smith said Tony and Susan had
very different personalities.
“Susan was almost exactly the
opposite,” Smith said. “Tony would
never say no, Susan was difficult to
say no to. She was always looking
for what we haven’t tried yet. We
could always do better than we were
doing now.”
Smith said despite their different
personalities and their different roles

see VIGIL Page A8

Campus mourns
the death of Luke
Terranova
BY TONY XU
Editor-in-Chief
Campus is mourning the loss of
Luke Terranova, a junior elementary
education major from Machesney
Park, Illinois. He passed away on
Oct. 22 in his off-campus residence.
“The first words I could say about
you yesterday when they asked were
‘generous, extremely generous,’”
Luke’s housemate and good friend
Meghan Anderson wrote in a post on
Tuesday. “You loved fully. You took
chances. You made my heart feel
warm as a baked potato.”
Luke was a member of Pi Kappa
Phi fraternity and worked for the
Bradley Fund.
“I remember when Luke first
joined as a freshman; we were having
a conversation about chocolate bars
and kept talking about how we
thought ‘nougat’ was a funny word,”
said Vinny Dellaria, a member of Pi
Kappa Phi fraternity who graduated
from Bradley last May.
“Ever since then, I always called

him Nougat and it just always stuck
with him. I even have him in my
phone as Luke ‘Nougat’ Terranova,”
Dellaria said. “I realize now that the
word has so much more meaning
because he was sweeter than any
nougat-filled chocolate bar will ever
be. I will always remember him and
keep my memories with him close to
my heart.”
Sophomore nursing major Alex
Cipriani, Luke’s student supervisor
at the Bradley Fund, said he was a
great caller and a cheerful addition
to the office.
“[Terranova] always walked into
the office with a smile on his face.
He brought positive energy to the
shifts,” Cipriani said. “He was once
our ‘caller of the week,’ which is
a great accomplishment for a first
semester caller.”
Anderson, a senior public

see LUKE Page A8
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Early voting opportunity
The Peoria Election Commission is offering early voting for the 2018 general
election Sept. 27 through Nov. 5. Call 309-324-2300 for more information.
Mall to host craft show
Northwoods Mall will be holding a fall craft and vendor show on Friday
10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Booths will be located in the common area on the upper level of the mall.
Free Astronomy Day

The Dome Planetarium at the Peoria Riverfront Museum will host an astronomy
day on Sunday, Nov. 4 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. All museum exhibitions and daytime
planetarium shows will be free and open to the public. Space experts will also be
present to answer audience questions.

Leftover candy
The Cullom-Davis Library is asking students and staff for leftover candy.
The candy will be contributed to Study Snacks during finals. Contact Sharon
Obery for pickup at sobery@bradley.edu.

• At approximately 10 p.m. on Oct. 31, police were called to the 1500
block of W. Barker Ave. after a brick was thrown through a window at
an off-campus party. One female student was hit, but declined medical
treatment. The resident believes it was someone who was denied entrance.
• BUPD was notified when staff members noticed several chalk
messages around campus criticizing the way the university handled the
allegation against Ken Young, former director of forensics who resigned
on Oct. 26.
• A female non-student reported being shoved by an employee after
she terminated them from their position in Campustown on Oct. 27. No
charges were filed.
• On Oct. 28, a student reported an unknown suspect obtained his
keys during a party the previous night and took his vehicle. There are no
suspects at this time.
• On Oct. 27, two students reported a plastic Halloween pumpkin
stolen after witnessing an unknown suspect removing it from their porch
on the 1100 block of N. University St. There are no suspects at this time.

Student journal broadens content
BY PATRICIA DIAZ
VELAZQUEZ
Off-staff Reporter
Broadside: Writers & Artists is a
student-run literary and arts journal
where students can submit their
writing and art. For this upcoming
edition, the journal is hoping to
showcase more diversity.
“We’re just looking for different
perspectives, really,” Becca Meier,
senior creative writing major and
editor-in-chief, said. “We’re looking
for art that gives different feelings
than what we’re used to, or writing
that makes you think of something

differently.”
Students, regardless of their
area of study, can submit artwork
and writing. The writing section is
divided into two: poetry and prose.
“Even if you’re like, ‘This isn’t
very serious.’ It doesn’t have to be,”
Meier said. “If you’re confident in
something, submit it, because chances
are someone’s really gonna like it.”
Maddie Wick, a sophomore
drawing major and art editor of
Broadside said she highly encourages
others to submit work.
“We want everyone to feel like
they can submit their work regardless
of their style,” Wick said.

This year, Broadside will be
releasing one journal in April instead
of one in both the fall and the
spring due to various factors such as
budgeting issues.
Students can submit up to three
artworks, five poems and three prose
pieces.
After submissions are in, staff
members go through all the artwork
or written pieces in their group and
vote before and after a discussion on
what to include in the journal.
Besides working on the journal,
Broadside is also hosting one
competition in the fall and one in the
spring. The winner will be featured in

the upcoming semester journal.
The competitors will each present
a prompt or theme centered around
them.
“That way, when they’re on facing
pages in the journal, it’ll all be around
a similar topic,” Meier said. “I’m really
excited to see how they all kind of
like go together.”
Wick said that there is something
special about seeing your own work
in a publication.
“Seeing your art published
and people complimenting and
congratulating you on your work
validates all the hard work and love
you put into what you’re creating,”

Wick said.
Broadside is an organization with
multiple positions. Besides an editorin-chief, the organization has an
art, prose and two poetry editors as
well as a social media team, project
managers and evaluators.
According to Meier, the social
media team is a new addition to help
spread awareness about Broadside on
campus. They also post prompts to
inspire people to submit work
For more information, check out
Broadside’s website https://sites.
google.com/site/bradleybroadside/.

Classifieds
Classified ads can be submitted to the Scout Office in Sisson Hall 319
or by calling the Scout office at (309) 677-3067. Please submit classified
ads by 5 p.m. Monday for inclusion in the Friday issue.
UNIVERSITY PROPERTIES 2019/2020
We have very nice housing for groups of 1 to 7,
located on some of the most desirable streets surrounding Bradley’s
campus - Barker, Bradley, Cooper, Fredonia, Main, Rebecca,
and University. Check out our website for more information www.rentUPbu.com.
1106 University
2-bedroom Apartments
Recently Remodeled
Dishwasher, Laundry, AC, Free WIFI and Parking.
637-5515 or leasing@idelrentals.net
Ideal Rentals
1102 N University has newly remodeled 3br apartments.
Off Street Parking, In Apartment Laundry and Free WIFI $265 Per
Person.
Contact Us At 637-5515 or leasing@idealrentals.net
1319 Main Street
7 Bedroom 4 Bath, Nice Front Porch, Off Street Parking, Free Washer
and Dryer, 3 Kitchens.
Contact Us At 637-5515 or leasing@idealrentals.net
FREDONIA AVENUE HOUSES FOR RENT
2BD/3BD/4BD/7BD HOUSES
Available for 2019-2020 School Year
Clean/New Bathrms/Private Yard. Early Signing Bonus.
Call 309-648-9326 for Info & Showing.
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Jewish community seeks light
BY HALEY JOHNSON
News Editor
Rain poured down Tuesday night,
as the Bradley community gathered
outside for the candle lighting
memorial for the victims of the
Pittsburgh Synagogue shooting. The
shooting occurred on Oct. 27 and left
11 lives lost.
The
event
was
held
by Bradley’s Jewish Community,
and in response to recent campus
tragedy, was also in honor of
student Luke Terranova and the two
Bradley University employees who
lost their lives earlier this week.
“This rain is tears for the fallen,”
Rabbi Eli Langsam of the Bradley
Hillel said.
Senior and elementary education
major Kyla Gerston spoke to the
candle-lit crowd.
“My synagogue is my second
home, and when I learned about what
happened, I thought about my parents
sitting in their own synagogue back
at home, a place I knew as safe
and comforting growing up,” Gerston
said. “For a Jewish person in the U.S,
this is our biggest fear.”
After describing the “somber”
scene of her Peoria Synagogue and
the frightened faces on the morning
of the shooting, Gerston stressed the
importance of localizing the tragedy.
“This fear is not acceptable. No

person should feel unsafe in their
place of worship. The attack on the
Tree of Life was an attack on every
Synagogue everywhere,” Gerston
said.
Langsam said the candle lighting
ceremony was held to acknowledge
what took place, and represent the
Jewish response to the recent tragedy.
“The Jewish community has
responded by permeating the dark.
It is our responsibility to bring the
light, the goodness,” Langsam said.
Members of the Bradley speech
team performed “Won’t you Celebrate
with Me,” a poem by Lucille Clifton.
“Even though this writer is
African American, I believe she
explains something universal,
something the Jewish community
has gone through for generations,”
Kory Turner, sophomore and political
science major, said.
Several other Bradley community
members spoke, including Mikki
Tran, senior health science major and
Student Body President.
“Bradley is committed to providing
a safe community, regardless of
gender, race or background. We are
all special individuals, and we are
here for a reason,” Tran said.
Ben Ruloph said he attended the
event with his wife, who works at
Bradley.
“These [events] are important

Students light candles in rememberance of the victims of the Pittsburgh
shooting.
because they’re peaceful protests,”
Rulolph said. “What happened in
Pittsburgh was horrible and shouldn’t
happen in a country like this.”
Even with the progress made as
a country, Langsam said there are

still major issues facing the Jewish
community today.
“It is shocking the words ‘Death
to Jews’ are still spoken. There are
no words that can make this tragedy
right. All we can do is stand together
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and know we’re not alone,” Langsam
said.
The ceremony ended with a song
sung by Langsam, a reading of the
victims’ names and a moment of
silence.

Bids for the Braves hosts extravagant
costumes and prizes
BY CONOR MCENTEE
Copy Editor
Alumni dressed up in their
spookiest gear for a Halloween
-themed auction supporting the
Bradley athletic department on Oct.
27.
The second annual Bids for the
Braves Auction, set up by the Braves
Club, invited alumni to dress up in
their Halloween costumes and enjoy
fine dining for a prominent cause.
The event, which took place at the
Renaissance Coliseum last Saturday,
is the biggest fundraiser of the year
for Bradley Athletics.
Alumni arrived in all different
costumes, ranging from Pennywise
from “It” to MC Hammer to nerds.
Athletes from each Bradley sport filled
the room, introducing themselves to
people and handing out tickets.
Tables were scattered throughout
the coliseum floor, while buffets were
lined in the back with Halloween
themed dishes.
The event included both a live
and silent auction with many diverse
items in place with various price
ranges. Some of the silent auction
items included a barrel of different
barbeque spices, a cauldron of craft

beer, a Bradley University soda
pop machine and signed sports
memorabilia. The live auction
showcased a wheelbarrow of various
alcohols, a Bradley quilt made from
t-shirts and an electric dart board.
“The amount of items alone …
there’s something for everybody,”
Ashley Stegall, one of the Board of
Directors for the Braves Club, said.
Additionally, the event is also
about bettering the athletic programs
to help both the university and the
Peoria community.
“I am all about funding the
athlete programs because I believe
building into those student athletes
and building into the university,” said
Stegall. “This will only help this local
economy into getting more students
to stay here and get jobs here and to
continue to build up the university.”
Specifically, senior baseball player
Andy Shadid said he loves the fan
base they have in the community.
“This is a really good event, not
just for the baseball team, but for the
entire athletic department,” Shadid
said. “I like to see the community
involved with athletics … it’s just
cool to see how well the community
responds to the athletic department
here and how much it’s grown the

Attendees of Bids for the Braves sport Halloween costumes in support
of Bradley athletics.
last few years I’ve been here.”
Additionally, alumni expressed
that they were happy to give back
to the Bradley athletic department
because it has given students
opportunities for success.
“Bradley has a wonderful athletic

program and this is a fun way to
contribute,” said Phil Brodeur, a
Bradley ’09 alum. “It is also a fun
way to hang out with the coaches
and players.”
The auction also reminded alumni
how Bradley made an impact in their

photo by William Craine
lives.
“I think my experience at Bradley
both educationally and socially taught
me how to think more critically,” said
Brodeur. “And [it] made me able to
interact in a lot of different situations
professionally and otherwise.
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Tia Baylor is ‘GONE’

Lady Rosze takes the stage
BY DANIELLA ALSCHER
Off-staff Reporter
No Sunday evening is complete
without some new music and glowin-the-dark vampire teeth.
Sophomore music entertainment
major Tia Baylor released her first
music video,“GONE,” to an audience
of friends and supporters on Oct.
28. This was her first music video
presented at Bradley.
The event began with a mourning
of Baylor, and a welcoming of her
stage presence: Lady Rosze.
“Lady comes from my mom. She
really tried to instill that in me and
my sisters. She tried to make sure
we knew what it meant to be a lady.
But I kind of took my own meaning
from that. To me, a lady is someone
that is confident and unapologetic
about who they are, and that’s what
I am,” Baylor explained to the crowd.
She held a short-lived costume
contest, handing out prizes to those
who came dressed from characters
that ranged from vampires to Bob
and Linda Belcher.
Before the screening of the video,
she opened the floor to questions.
When asked why it took a year to
release any music, Baylor said, “I’ve
always been afraid.”
Students then counted down the
seconds until the premiere of Lady
Rosze’s video.
The screening featured Baylor
seducing a male character in
a candlelit room covered in rose
petals, a possible allusion to the
second half of her stage name.
“An old boyfriend in middle
school used to call me ‘rose petal’
and it just kind of stuck with me,”
Baylor said. “I dropped the petal and
liked ‘Rose.’ I added the ‘z’ because
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I just wanted to be different. A
lot of YouTubers and people have
the word Rose in their name, but
nobody has the ‘z’.”
The man then takes the life of
Baylor after he bares his vampire
fangs, allowing the Lady Rosze
persona to be born.
“The old me is dead. Tia Baylor
is dead. Lady Rosze is alive,” Baylor
said.
As the music faded out, the room
erupted in applause and students
lined up to take pictures with Baylor
before grabbing a Halloween treat
on the way out.
Sophomore advertising major
Brandon Towns produced the music
video.
“[The music video] is way better
than what I thought it would be,”
Baylor said.
Overall, those who attended
the event seemed as impressed as
Baylor was with the talent of the
producer as well as the artist.
“I loved [the music video]. I love
her style,” Taryn Gintner, television
arts major said. “My friend is a
music major, and I just wanted to
come to support everybody here. I
think more people should come out
to stuff like this.”
“I think she worked really hard
to make this happen and I’m really
proud of her and how far she’s
taken this,” said Miranda Dianovsky,
a freshman environmental science
major. “Support the local artists,
please.”
Lady Rosze’s music video
“GONE” is now available for
viewing on her YouTube channel
“Lady Rosze.” You can follow Lady
Rosze on her Facebook page and her
Instagram @rosze_.

Finding faith

Muscians play at the Chi Alpha event before introducing Sameed Osman.
BY VERONICA BLASCOE
Off-staff Reporter
On Halloween night, while
others were dressed in costumes
and searching for candy, the Peoria
chapter of the Chi Alpha Christian
sorority hosted a night of worship
and testimony.
Members of the congregation
enjoyed gospel music and prayer,
and were offered consolation after
the tumultuous events of the past
week. Later, Bradley alumnus Sameed
Osman took the stage to share the
story of his conversion to Christianity.
When Osman was first invited to
Chi Alpha, he said he jokingly warned
other members that he intended to
proselytize Islam.
“I was like, ‘Perfect, I can set them
straight,’” Osman said.
Jaqueline Oseguera, President of
Chi Alpha, arranged for Osman to
speak.
“We invited him to come … speak
about his journey,” Oseguera said.
“We thought it might be interesting
to other students … especially with

the way people perceive Muslims in
the world today, and Christianity as
well.”
“It was awesome,” said Ian Hunter,
a freshman entrepreneurship major.
“[Sameed] is great. I had heard him
speak before, at a Chi Alpha retreat.”
Sameed Osman was born in India,
but grew up in Saudi Arabia as part
of a prominent Muslim family. 86
people (five generations) lived in the
same house. As the oldest of his
generation, Osman said he had a lot
of expectations to live up to.
“I proved that wrong by becoming
a Christian,” Osman said.
Osman converted to Christianity
over a period of several years, during
which he suffered a dangerous car
accident and a near-fatal robbery
attempt. In his hospital room, he
prayed “Jesus or Allah, I don’t want
to die tonight.”
“When I woke up the next
morning I had four fractures in my
skull that had healed,” said Osman.
“The doctor said ‘in the medical field,
we call this a miracle.’ In the religious

photo by Katelyn Edwards
field, we call that a miracle, too.”
He said he felt the presence of
Jesus in his hospital room, and later
received signs and messages telling
him to convert.
“I had so many dreams,” Osman
said. “Where I could just … feel God’s
presence.”
While he took pains to establish
he had nothing against Islam, he
spoke of his conversion as something
that gave him great relief.
His first exposure to his future
religion was through a Google search
about the religions of the world, and
later he attended Catholic school for
a year and bonded with a nun, Sister
Mary.
Although
he
earned
his
undergraduate degree in India,
Osman said he came to Bradley for
his Masters because of a feeling in
his heart.
Chi Alpha hosts a Bible study
every Wednesday night from 7-8 p.m.
on the second floor of the Michel
Student Center. Non-believers are
welcome to attend.

Column
A true triple decker sandwich

JOHN FINN
jfinn@mail.bradley.edu
Advertising Representative

When people change the course
of history, they rarely know they are
doing it.
That was not the case for me
when I created my triple decker
peanut butter and jelly sandwich.
When I took the first bite, I knew.
Most days, I make myself two
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.
I take out four slices of bread, I
squirt jelly on two slices and spread
peanut butter on the other two,
smush them together and there’s
two Heaven sent sandwiches. Until
one day, the sandwich landscape
changed forever.
As I opened my bread, I noticed
just three slices left. Not knowing
what to do, I took them out and
placed them on my plate. The plan
was to put jelly on one slice, peanut
butter on the other and with the
third slice, I had planned to spread
jelly on the top half and peanut

butter on the bottom half and then
just fold it over. That way, I would
have a sandwich and a half.
Next thing I knew, I was staring
at two slices of bread with jelly
spread all over them and one with
peanut butter.
That is when the magic happened.
I quickly threw the slice of bread
with peanut butter on it together
with one of the jelly slices. On top of
this sandwich, I threw another layer
of peanut butter. Then, I placed the
final piece of bread with the jelly.
I took a step back in amazement
of my magical creation. I had
conceived my very own triple decker
peanut butter and jelly sandwich. I
gently picked up the delicacy and
held it up to the sky similar to the
way Simba was held up in “The Lion
King.” The sandwich began to glow
gold while my jealous belly began
to rumble like a rupturing volcano.

The sandwich was perfect, but
it needed an equally awesome side
dish. Nacho Cheese Doritos began
calling my name from the cabinet.
I put triple the serving size on my
plate and I was ready to munch.
After
marveling
at
my
masterpiece for a good half hour,
I decided to go in for the kill. I
took a bite and before I even began
chewing, the flavor of a thousand
lifetimes of bread, peanut butter and
jelly filled my mouth.
Flavors were oozing out of the
bread and fighting vigorously over
the real estate of my taste buds.
My pupils dilated and as I chewed,
my eyes began to water from the
delectable taste of my extraordinary
creation. My lips began to shake and
I fell to my knees.
At this moment, I knew the
landscape of sandwiches had
changed forever.

I pulled myself together and
decided I should spread the good
news. I took a picture of the divinity
and posted it to Hilltopmadness on
Snapchat. That is when the war
broke out.
Friends turned into foes all over
the true definition of a triple decker
sandwich.
Did triple refer to the layers
of bread or layers of substance
between?
I say layers of bread, but to each
his own. Either way, such passion
arose over such a simple delicacy.
So throw me in the history books
under the same category as Thomas
Edison, Alexander Graham Bell and
Henry Ford. We are all men who
have helped changed the course of
history forever with one simple idea.
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Joseph Tarnowski’s adventure to opportunity
BY DANIELLA ALSCHER
Off-staff Reporter
Flying across the country last
minute is something that many
students would find nerve-wracking.
For Bradley’s own Joseph Tarnowski,
that flight would lead him to a unique
opportunity.
Liberty Mutual, a well-known
insurance company, was looking to
hire interns for the summer of 2019.
When junior year actuarial science
and finance major Tarnowski came
across the application online, he
thought it could be the perfect fit.
On Monday, Oct. 8, Liberty
Mutual emailed Tarnowski asking if
he was able to fly out to Seattle on
Wednesday, Oct. 10.
So, off he went.
“They paid for my plane ticket,
paid for my hotel room, everything,”
Tarnowski said.
Insurance might not be an
appealing industry to everyone, but
for someone with a major in actuarial
science and finance, it fits like a
glove.
“With
[actuarial
science],
you generally go into insurance
companies and work as an actuary,
so it’s just a process of a whole
bunch of professional exams to
get your certifications and then
you’re basically the person who
number crunches for the insurance

companies,” Tarnowski said.
While mathematics is a topic
that most shy away from, number
crunching is something that has held
Tarnowski’s interest for years.
“In high school I figured out
that I really, really liked statistics,”
Tarnowski said.
He said, from there, it was just a
matter of finding a place where he
could apply his interest that would be
mutually beneficial.
The internship with Liberty
Mutual would be just that.
“[Liberty Mutual] is a property and
casualty insurance company which is
more of what I want to go into. That
and they have a lot of […] employee
self-improvement programs for
getting new professionals up on their
feet and teaching them all the basics,”
Tarnowski explained.
Although Tarnowski got to take it
easy the first day and explore Seattle
a bit, the interview with Liberty
Mutual the next day was far from
relaxing.
“It was the most gruesome
interview process I’ve ever been
through,” Tarnowski laughed. “It
was three 40-minute behavioral
interviews back to back.”
Unlike a typical interview which
contains clichés regarding weaknesses
and strengths, there seemed to be no
right way for Tarnowski to prepare

for the interview with Liberty Mutual.
OF
“It was [a lot of] looking up
THE
what general behavioral interview
questions were, and then [the
interview] was not at all those
questions,” he laughed.
Tarnowski reflected on the
interview process.
“At first it was a bit rough … they
kept questioning everything I was
saying and making me second guess
myself,” Tarnowski said. “The second
and third interviews were way more
relaxed and conversational, so I got
through all the bold questions, and
then it was just chatting. It was
great.”
As if getting the internship
wasn’t pressure enough, it only took
Tarnowski a day to realize that this
opportunity could lead to something
bigger.
“After being able to explore
Seattle a bit the day before, I realized
it would be awesome for me to go live
out there for a summer,” Tarnowski
said. “The more I wanted it, the more
nervous I got. By the time I got there,
I was just trying to wipe my hands on
photo via Joseph Tarnowski
Junior actuarial science and finance
my pants to keep them dry.”
major, Joseph Tarnowski, was flown to
Tarnowski’s track record proves
Seattle for a interview.
that Liberty Mutual wouldn’t be his
first rodeo.
[at Bradley] as a statistics manager,” with RLI here in Peoria.”
“This would be my fourth Tarnowski said. “I’ve already done a
Tarnowski received the job offer
internship if I were to get it. I’ve data analytics internship with Segal from Liberty Mutual and accepted
already done one at the call center Consulting in downtown Chicago, the job.
and right now I’m an actuarial intern
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“The day before one of the reports was
due, we find out that one of our group
members drops off the face of the earth
and then we’re out a group member
and we have to basically finish a report
overnight and try and get as many
points as we can with three people
instead of four people.”

- Audrey Vice, junior chemistry
major

- William Thornton, junior biochemistry
major

“It’s me leaving a group. I dropped a
class. … Two separate groups of people
emailed me being like ‘you’re in our
group, what’s up, where are you?’ And
I’m like ‘yeah, I dropped this class like
a week ago’ and they were like ‘thanks,
well nevermind.’ So it’s the opposite side
of the story. Sorry, RIP to everyone who
has ever had a group member who drops
a class and then doesn’t tell anyone.”
- Camille Sanders, junior sociology major
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“I want to say sophomore year of high
school in my earth science class … I had
missed the day that we were assigned
groups, so I was thrown in with a random
group and they did not work at all. I
ended up doing the entire project.”
- Julianne Georgi, freshman public
relations major
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“I had one group project my freshman
year where none of us talked to each
other until it was the night before. Then,
we found out it was like 25 percent
of the grade. We were like, ‘Welp,
we’re all gonna work on this’ and we
never actually met, so we just showed
up in the class with a halfway done
presentation.”
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What has been your worst experience in a group project?
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By Hannah Snidman
News Reporter
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In rememberance of
Remembering Luke

MEGHAN ANDERSON

mlanderson@mail.bradley.edu
Copy Editor

His freshman year, Luke
cemented a place in my heart
by encouraging and financially
providing (never take your
college meal plan for granted) a
steady diet of mozzarella sticks.
Okay, and queso to dip them in.
Last night, two of his brothers
met us (me, Derrick, Zac) at
the house. Since they are of
the same breed as Luke, they
brought me two grocery bags
full of snacks and chocolate from
their gas station stop on the
drive over. These goods did not

even compare to their deep hugs.
Together, we went where we had
not been for days.
His room felt as it always
had,
except
completely
different without him. A Bruce
Springsteen disc laid in his open
record player, needle set. Books
of Charles Bukowski’s poems
sat stacked on the beside. Wood
paneling on the walls and an
in-room kitchen with three bar
stools lined along the counter, a
thrifted couch with a 7-foot-tall
teddy bear as cushioning, warm-

colored rug, cozy paintings and a
warmth that still smelled of him.
We soaked in it. We lounged
scattered, comfortable – his
bedroom had always really been
our living room. What was his
was ours.
We told stories about him and
laughed together for hours until
our yawns and drooping eyelids
told us to try for sleep.
“What a goofball,” his brothers
kept saying. “He was such a
goofball.”
Luke was a goofball of
immense
proportions.
He
hurdled into our hearts holding
a mug of wine, always laughing.
I was fortunate enough to
attend his older brother’s
wedding as his date last summer.
Upon finally meeting each of
his seven older siblings, I felt
I came to understand him a bit
more. Luke was a puzzle, taking
extraordinary little traits from
each of the seven and shaping
these quirks into one beautiful
person. This person was loud
laughter, sensitive writing, soft
snores halfway through movies,
whirlwind romances, unending
patience for children, footballs
flying through fall weather, love
without limits and poop jokes.
He was the ideal little brother,

which made him the ideal friend.
Accustomed to the sequence
from years of taking the last
turn at new games or toys and…
everything else, he always put
others first. A little brother is
trained to tag along and expected
to cooperate without complaint.
He was content watching,
preferred to listen. He was
always a solid addition to a team,
no matter the adventure. You
always just wanted him to be
there. And he was.
It became routine for all of us
to ask him his opinion at least
three times before accepting an
answer. “Do you want to do this?”
we’d ask. “Is it cool if I borrow
this?” we’d inquire. “Can you do
this for me?” we’d request. His
first answer was always “yes.”
Then came our “Are you sure?”
and our “But do you actually
want to?” with glances daring
him to put his own self before
us. Only sometimes after probing
could you get the honest “no.”
Upon refusal to admit a “no”
after a few chances, we’d accept
the common “yes” and dragged
him along on every excursion.
And if nothing else, he’d
definitely make us food. Luke
was in his element when
cooking. I once told him to make

Letter to the Editor
An Open Letter To Bradley University
Students, Faculty and Staff,
It has been brought to our
attention that a student has been
discriminated against for listening
to music of his native language, and
unfortunately, this is an occurrence
that is not new to any minority
on campus. On any social media
platform, there is always a chance
to find an individual yelling, “This is
America, speak English!” in a video,
picture, or posting. Why is that our
ability to speak 2 or more languages
is offensive to some? Why is it that
a White individual is applauded for
learning another language, but we
are attacked for using a skill we
have obtained since childhood? As
people of color, when our bilingual
and cultural abilities are called upon
as being wrong in a country that is
labeled as free, only enhances our

need to speak up!
As the Latinx Caucus, we stand
firm with the belief that respect is
due to all diverse communities, but
especially on any University campus.
That tolerance and understanding
are crucial in a country that honors
freedom of speech and expression.
As the Latinx Caucus, we hope that
our campus is a model institution
for a welcoming environment. We
believe that Professor Podlasek’s
actions are not a fair representation
of Bradley University. The minority
communities on this campus will
continue to be proud and celebrate
our diverse cultures, and we
will never stop working to make
Bradley University feel like a home
for students. As minority leaders
on campus, we call to action that
something is done to correct the
wrong of Professor Podlasek. We
hope this incident provides a chance

of reflection and encourages those
who have experienced discrimination
on this campus to never stay silent.
Sincerely,
The Latinx Caucus
Rivaldo Rodriguez, The Wise Men
of Sigma Lambda Beta Fraternity,
rrodriguez@mail.bradley.edu
Ana Velazquez, Association of Latin
American Students, avelazquez2@
mail.bradley.edu
Kamila Achi, Association of the Latino
Professionals for America, kachi@
mail.bradley.edu
Anjelica Velazquez, Sigma Lambda
Gamma, avelazquez@mail.bradley.
edu

Letters to the Editor are printed as they appeared in the Bradley Scout email inbox.
Contact information is edited as the Letter to the Editor policy states.
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Visit BradleyScout.com/signup

me potatoes however he wanted;
he told me he’d been waiting his
whole life to hear those words.
Quietly he’d create masterpieces
and set them before us after a
long day, during homework time.
I cry for the people he loved
and the people who loved him.
I cry for the students he taught
and the friends he fed. I cry for
the students he will never teach
and the friends he’d never fed. I
cry for the people who never got
to love him.
He seemed always happy to
others, but he was not always
happy. Luke was a puzzle,
sharing different pieces with
everyone. Usually, he’d tell me
that he was in an “Eeyore mood.”
I don’t know why he didn’t tell
me that day.
And you know what? Luke
hated being in an Eeyore
mood. As we mourn, I’d like
to encourage us all to try to
move past our Eeyore days and
instead, in the words of Luke
himself, “play a record and read
some poems and live a happy
life.”
-Meghan
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For the hearts broken this week
For the hearts broken this week,
Sometimes life throws situations
at us that make us ask, “Why?”
Why would someone do this to
themself? Why would someone do
this to others?
There is no doubt this past week
at Bradley has been extremely
difficult for the entire campus.
It seemed like an endless stream
of unfortunate occurrences kept
flowing in over the weekend and
over the course of the week. The
phrase “when it rains it pours”
became a reality.
For some of us, it may seem that
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not a day goes by that we don’t think
about people we’ve lost in our lives.
We don’t have all the answers.
We may never have all the answers,
and we may just have to be okay
with that.
But through all this, we’ve seen
campus come together, supporting
each other through these very dark
times.
There comes a point where each
and every one of us may be given the
sourest lemon that life has to offer,
and struggle to turn it into anything
resembling lemonade.
There may be points in time

where each and every one of us
struggle to figure out how we’ll
move on from something like this
because we just might not want to.
It may take time. For some of us,
it will take more time than others,
but if we can do that, if we can make
something good out of something
unimaginable, then just maybe those
people that we lost will always be a
part of our lives, just maybe not the
way that we planned.
Luke, Susan and Tony will always
be part of our Bradley community.
Although they aren’t physically
with us anymore, a piece of them

Managing Editor: Cole Bredahl
cbredahl@mail.bradley.edu

can be with us everyday. They live
on through stories, through lessons
taught, through memories.
People we love in our lives will die.
This is something humanity promises
to each of us. It could happen in
the future, maybe tomorrow, maybe
years from now, but just because
people pass away, just because we
can’t see them anymore, or can’t
talk to them anymore, doesn’t mean
they’re not a part of us.

News Editor: Haley Johnson
hcjohnson@mail.bradley.edu
Copy Editor: Meghan Anderson
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Copy Editor: Conor McEntee
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Copy Editor: Angeline Schmelzer
aschmelzer@mail.bradley.edu
News Reporter: Hannah Snidman
hsnidman@mail.bradley.edu
Sports Editor: Austin Shone
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Assistant Sports Editor: Anthony
Landahl
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In rememberance of

They supported and taught the world to love

RONAN KHALSA
rkhalsa@mail.bradley.edu
Sports Reporter

The three individuals who
passed this week loved and were
loved. That is a direct result from
their kind spirits, which are still
alive and well. They will always
support the Bradley community
and everyone they came in contact
with. Although I did not have a
chance to get to know Dr. Susan

Brill de Ramirez well, both men
impacted my life greatly.
Luke Terranova tore it up.
His laugh was contagious. He
brightened my day. I work at
the Bradley Fund and he was
my best buddy there. I always
had hilarious conversations
with him.
I saved him a seat each
Monday night for the 6 to 9 p.m.
shift. He was a first semester
caller and although I am only
in my second semester working
there, I feel as though I showed
him the ropes of fundraising.
He soon surpassed me in dollars
raised though. His positivity is
the clear driver of this.
I believe he surpassed us all
in expressing joy, being a kind
person and simply doing what
we all must: supporting others.
He lived for the people around
him. I learned how to be a more
responsible man through my
time with him.
The last shift we worked
alongside each other we texted
gifs back and forth and played
iMessage games. I let him

use my phone charger and he
charged my life that night.
He cared about everyone he
knew. He convinced me to go
out of my comfort zone and live
life to the fullest. To me, he was
a role model. I always joked
that he tore it up (being popular
and joyous).
Now that he is gone, I plan
to tear it up in his honor. It
will be different at the Bradley
Fund without my strong willed
fellow, but I hope to still save
him a seat as his spirit and
legacy will live on.
Luke was with it in the sense
that he loved the New England
Patriots. They will honor his
legacy by winning the Super
Bowl at season’s end.
He loved and helped others
love themselves. Although he
may not have loved himself
fully, I believe he knows I loved
him among many others.
I met Antonio (Tony) Ramirez
Barron and his wife Susan at the
Interfaith Collaborative dinner
last Spring. They seemed nice
to me and interested in other

faiths and beliefs. I am happy
they came to experience the
peace that filled the Garrett
Center in early March. They
were quite possibly the most
humble family I have ever
known.
Tony was the humblest.
He was soft spoken and
supportive. He asked great
probing questions to get others
speaking. His mustache seemed
to expand when he talked.
From that day forward I only
saw Tony a few times. I never
made plans with him, but when
we would run into each other
on campus we would speak for
a few minutes about random
things going on in the world
as a whole. He seemed active
spiritually. He loved helping
others and was the mastermind
behind Sakai.
Sakai is a rock in my
academic life. He was a rock
for the university and my
heart. He cared and wanted
to help others. I believe that
was his life goal and to me he
accomplished it.
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To our readers,
This past week has been one of the darkest on the Hilltop. We lost three members of the Bradley community
who were great friends, mentors and colleagues of ours.
We would like to extend our condolences and the deepest sympathies to families and friends of Luke
Terranova, Dr. Susan Brill de Ramirez and Antonio Ramirez Barron.
The Scout will postpone the “Voice” section this week out of respect for the losses we have endured. The
section will resume next week.
During this time, we encourage students, faculty and staff to be there for each other, and support one another
as we go through this difficult time.
Please reach out to counseling services at 309-677-2700 or in Markin 52.
The Scout staff

___
All letters to the editor must be received
by 5 p.m. Tuesday in Sisson Hall 319 or
emailed to bradleyscout@gmail.com
for inclusion in Friday’s issue. Letters longer than 500 words will not be accepted.
The Scout reserves the right to edit letters for inappropriate content. All letters
must include the writer’s name, contact
information and relationship to Bradley.
Responses to published letters will be
eligible for print only the week following
their appearance in the Scout.
Any e-mails directed to members of the
Scout staff may be published as letters.
The Scout is published by members
of the undergraduate student body of
Bradley University.
Opinions expressed here do not necessarily reflect those of the university.
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at Bradley, they both had an impact
on the university.
“They both represented different
sides of what’s good about being
here,” Smith said. “I don’t know if I
have ever heard a person say something negative about either one of
them.”
Brooke Engerman, senior English
and advertising double major, said
she enjoyed long conversations with
Susan.
“As I’m sure many of us have
experienced, [Susan] loved to
talk and connect with everyone,”
Engerman said. “We would often
hear the words, ‘Do you have a
minute?’ As most of us know, this
‘minute’ actually turned out to be
several hours.”
Katz mentioned Susan took her
faith seriously and believes she continued to think of others until the
end.
“In my heart, I deeply believe
that her last thought, her very last
conscious thought, was not about
herself,” Katz said. “I am sure that
her very last thought was a prayer,
prayer for Tony and most of all, a
prayer for Jose.”
Katz spoke to all the support the
English department received from
other departments, current students
and alumni.
“I can’t help but think that Susan
would be proud of, but not at all surprised, at all the ways our communities have come together in the midst
of tragedy to create light in the midst
of darkness,” Katz said.

relations major, also shared her
memories with Luke in her post on
Tuesday.
“I’ll never forget our nights
watching the same episodes
of the same kid shows over and
over again, the miles we walked to
see Christopher Robin in theaters
because we hate driving, the times
we stopped mid-way home to eat our
pizza because we just couldn’t wait
any longer,” she wrote. “I dragged you
along with me and signed you up for
a million things you never wanted to
do, but you were always there, only
slightly begrudgingly. We had plans
to run a catering company together,
plans to get you a Swedish Chef
tattoo, plans for the four of us to live
together forever.”
Bradley University president Gary
Roberts sent out a campus-wide email
on Monday, informing campus about
Luke’s death.
“Our hearts go out to his family
and friends. He was a vibrant young
man who will be missed by all,”
Roberts wrote in the email. “Bradley
flags on campus will fly at half-staff
for three days to honor his memory.”
The counseling center extended
walk-in hours for students, faculty
and staff in Markin Recreation Center
room 52. Counseling services can also
be reached at 309-677-2700.
The visitation for Luke will be this
afternoon from 4-9 p.m. at Fitzgerald
Funeral Home in Rockford. A rosary
will conclude the visitation at 8:30
p.m. There will also be a campus
memorial for Luke on Wednesday,
Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. in Michel Student
Center Ballroom.
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Soccer’s playoff hopes hinge on final game
BY JUSTIN LIMOGES
Sports Reporter
Junior midfielder John Pollifrone
helped the Bradley men’s soccer
team secure a 1-0 non-conference
win over Western Illinois University
on Saturday at Shea Stadium. As a
result, the Braves ended their nonconference schedule undefeated (70-4).
The match kicked off in Bradley’s
favor when sophomore forward Gerit
Wintermeyer had a shot deflect off
the crossbar in the ninth minute.
Bradley had two more chances in the
25th minute with two shots following
a corner kick. WIU goalkeeper Tim
Trilik parried both shots.
While Bradley seemed to start
off hot, it would be the Leathernecks
who outshot the Braves in the first
half, 6-5. Western Illinois turned up
the pressure in the last seven minutes
of the half, with five shots and four
corners. Nevertheless, the half ended
scoreless.
Bradley head coach Jim DeRose
believed that while the Braves had
early chances, he felt that Western
Illinois came out with the advantage
in the first half.
“After the first 10 minutes of the
game, I felt Western Illinois was the
better of the [two] teams in the first
half,” DeRose said. “We’ve been
generating some chances, but we
weren’t able to stick them. This is
why we end up in overtime.”
The second half saw Bradley
with opening chances yet again, this
time orchestrated by junior forward

Roman Schindler. Schindler had two
chances. He created one off a counter
attack that led to a shot over the goal
and a headed effort following a cross.
Western Illinois was also unable
to bury any goals in the second half,
requiring the game to go into extra
time. This was the third straight
game to go to extra time for the
Braves, following both the Drake and
Oakland games.
DeRose noted how the team has
played multiple extra time games and
deserves credit for it.
“It’s been almost half our games
[that Bradley’s gone into extra time],”
DeRose said. “We’ve played a group
of guys that have worked hard, that
can give us a chance to win in a
conference game or non-conference
game. I give our guys a lot of credit.
It’s more about the intangibles; the
will, the spirit and the fight.”
It only took eight minutes for
the Braves to seal the game with a
shot outside the penalty area from
Pollifrone. In the 108th minute,
Schindler and Wintermeyer headed
the ball across the box for Pollifrone
to collect and score his first goal of
the year.
Pollifrone said he was impressed
with how the team has grinded out
the late games this season and that his
goal was a momentum booster.
“That was a big win for us going
into Evansville,” Pollifrone said.
“I know this is good momentum
coming into the last weekend. I think
overall, it’s our eighth overtime this
season. It’s almost unheard of. I think

Sophomore Gerit Wintermeyer set up junior John Pollifrone’s golden goal on
Saturday.
we’ve accepted as a team that we grind
last minute.”
DeRose added that Pollifrone’s
game-winning goal was a reward
for his hard efforts as a defensive
midfielder.
“[Pollifrone is] another kid too
that came off of surgery last season,”
DeRose said. “He’s played every

minute in every game as our defensive
midfielder. He covers end line to end
line, sideline to sideline. His fitness
level is fantastic. And so for him to get
a game-winner, it’s great to see him get
rewarded for the fruits of his labor.”
The Braves (8-4-4 overall, 1-4
in MVC) are now unbeaten in 14
non-conference matches, the second-

photo by Kayla Johnson

longest streak in program history.
Bradley hosts the University of
Evansville in its last match of the
regular season on Saturday at 7 p.m.
at Shea Stadium. The Braves will need
a win or draw in order to qualify for
the Missouri Valley Conference Men’s
Soccer Tournament in November.

Volleyball reaches highest win
total since 2002

BY LARRY LARSON
Off-staff Reporter

The Bradley volleyball team
maintained their third place spot
in the Missouri Valley Conference
standings, adding one win during
their weekend road trip to Indiana
State and Evansville.
On Friday, the Braves took on
Evansville and came away with a
closely contested five-set victory.
After Bradley took the first two sets,
the Aces won two consecutive sets
to force a fifth. All five sets were
decided by four or less points (25-23,
25-23, 21-25, 22-25, 15-13).
Senior Erica Haslag led the
team with 24 kills, sophomore
Sara Maddox added 13 kills and
four blocks and freshman Hannah
Thompson contributed with 10 kills
and 19 digs.
The win was Bradley’s 19th, their
highest total since 2002. The victory
also improved their MVC record to
9-3, the first time they hit the ninewin conference win mark since 2005
when the team finished 9-9.
The team then traveled to Terre
Haute for a Saturday night matchup
with Indiana State. After losing
the first two sets in extra points,
the Braves took the third but were
unable to complete the comeback
as they fell short in the fourth set.
Again, all sets were decided by four
or less points (27-29, 26-28, 25-21,
24-26).
Haslag led the team with 28

kills, her season high. Thompson
posted 18 kills and 18 digs for her
team leading 15th double-double.
Her performance broke the previous
school record for double-doubles by
a freshman (set by Marika Giguere
in 2000).
“We need to continue to keep
our confidence up knowing that we
are good enough to be at the top
of the conference,” Haslag said.
“I try to keep that in the head of
my teammates. We also are going
through this with the mindset that we
just have to forget about the loss.”
The loss snapped a three-game
winning streak for the Braves and
is their first loss since Oct. 15 at
Illinois State. Despite the loss,
Bradley maintains a one game lead
over Valparaiso for third place in the
Valley.
With the win, the Sycamores
snapped a four-game losing streak
and improve their conference record
to 2-11.
“Indiana State played really
great,” head coach Carol Price-Torok
said. “I think we just couldn’t get
everybody firing on all cylinders,
but it’s great to see that we were still
fighting even though we felt like we
weren’t playing our best volleyball.”
After her back-to-back doubledouble performance, Thompson was
named the MVC Freshman of the
Week. This is the third consecutive
week she’s won the award and the
fifth time this season.

Senior Yavianliz Rosado had 21 digs in each game over the weekend.
The Braves return home at 7 p.m.
tonight for a match up with conference
leading Northern Iowa. The Panthers
boast a 12-0 conference record and a
No. 25 national ranking heading into
the game.
“I think [the team] is up for the
challenge,” said Price-Torok. “They’re
going in there with a bit of chip on

their shoulder. Nobody’s knocked them
off, so you’re really excited to have the
opportunity to be the team that does
that. We just want to keep fighting and
proving ourselves to this conference
and continue to garner respect.”
“I believe that we should go into
the UNI game like we have nothing
to lose because we don’t,” Haslag

photo via Scout archives

said. “We could potentially crack their
undefeated MVC spread so they should
be the one’s nervous.”
Bradley will then take on Drake at
7 p.m. Saturday night as they look to
avenge their four-set loss against the
Bulldogs in their first matchup of the
season.
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DOUBLE VISION:

Bradley Cross Country dominates MVC

Gabby Juarez
Third Overall
17:17

Michael Ward
Second Overall
24:04

photos by Austin Shone

BY JOSH SCHWAM
Off-staff Reporter
If there were ever any doubts
that Bradley was the best cross
country program in the Missouri
Valley Conference, they were put to
rest last Saturday. The Braves won
both the men’s and women’s MVC
cross country championships at
Newman Golf Course in Peoria.
Going into the meet, both
Bradley squads were favored
to win. As the women’s
5,000-meter race started and
the lead pack began to take
shape, head coach Darren
Gauson was not nearly
as nervous as one might
expect.
“I felt quite comfortable
in the women’s race,” Gauson
said. “Once we were around [2,000
meters] and [3,000 meters] in that
all we had to do was maintain [our
position].”
They did just that, and the women
took home their second straight
cross country championship, the
fourth one in the last five years.
Junior Gabby Juarez led the
Braves individually, placing third
overall with a time of 17 minutes
17 seconds. Her time was the fifth
fastest in Bradley history and her
personal best by over 13 seconds.
“I am really happy with my
performance,” Juarez said. “I couldn’t
ask for more than a top five finish.”
Juarez and freshman duo Tyler
Schwartz and Ayah Aldadah
received First-Team All-Valley
honors. Schwartz was also named
Valley Freshman of the Year.
The women’s team held off on
their celebration for just under a half
an hour to see if the men could also
take home the team championship.
Gauson was significantly more
nervous throughout the men’s
8,000-meter race than he had been
for the women’s.
“I thought the conference did

a really good job of attacking us…
from five, six, seven and eight
kilometers,” Gauson said. “We did a
better job of just toughing it out.”
Illinois State held a slim lead in
the team standings four kilometers
in, a good reason for Gauson to be
concerned.
Senior and team leader Michael
Ward finished just one second off
his school record with a time 24:04:7.
He was the Braves’ top performer
individually,
finishing
second
overall. Ward was hindered by a
calf injury at times this season, but
expressed confidence in his ability to
keep pushing to the finish line.
“I’m one of those people that I feel
like with every race I can get better,”
Ward said. “I don’t think I was 100
percent today, but it was definitely a
step in the right direction. I’m really
excited for the next two weeks to see
what I can produce.”
Ward, senior Haran Dunderdale
and junior Jake Hoffert collected
first-team All-Valley honors, by
finishing in the top 10 individually.
Redshirt freshman Jack Franklin,
who finished 15th overall, was
selected as the Valley Freshman of
the Year.
Ward and Hoffert became just
the third and fourth Braves in school
history to collect all-conference
honors three times in cross country,
joining Rod Collins (1964-66) and
Eric Huey (1980, 82-83) on the
exclusive list.
Finally, Gauson was named
Coach of the Year for both the
men’s and women’s cross country
programs. Between the two teams,
he has won seven Coach of the Year
awards in his four years at Bradley.
The celebration for both teams
will be short-lived. The Braves will
now set their sights on the NCAA
Midwest Regionals on Friday, Nov.
9. The races will be held at Newman
Golf Course. The women will run at
11 a.m. followed by the men at noon.
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Women’s basketball preview
BY RONAN KHALSA
Off-staff Reporter
The Bradley women’s basketball
team is predicted to finish sixth in the
Missouri Valley Conference for the
second year in a row.
Last year, the Braves fell short
with a 6-12 record against MVC foes
for seventh place. This year, they hope
to show their growth and competitive
spirit on the court.
Head coach Andrea Gorski is not
interested in what the the preseason
poll says about how her team matches
up with other Valley teams, but is
excited about the Braves’ focus and
determination to win.
“All I am worried about right now
is how competitive we are,” Gorski
said. “If you’re competitive, you are
going to make sure you box out that
last shot. If you’re competitive you
will be sprinting in transition.”
The Braves were a relatively
young team last season and lacked a
true point guard, resulting in Bradley
dropping six games by six or less
points. On paper, the Braves are still
young with nine underclassmen
on the roster. Gorski believes that
there will always be a good blend of
experience on the floor.
“Some of the sophomores are
already experienced,” Gorski said.
“Gabi [Haack] and Nyjah [White]
started a lot of games for us last year.
Jailyn [Lawson] and Emily [Marsh]
got some decent minutes too. [The
coaching staff] doesn’t look at them
as young players anymore.”
And rightfully so. Haack led the
team in minutes, points per game,
three point percentage and defensive
rebounding. Gorski said she is proud
of the way Haack performed her
freshman year as she came within
10 points of the Bradley freshman
scoring record of 337.
This season, however, she realizes
Haack needs to further diversify her
game as she will be highlighted on
every scouting report due to her quick
release and strength at the guard spot.
“She is not afraid to mix it up
and is really good at understanding
the defense, playing off the ball and
getting open,” Gorski said. “She has

Senior Vanessa Markert goes up for a layup against Cleveland State at Renaissance Coliseum last season.
added a midrange game and is getting
to the basket more. She has turned
herself into an all-around player and
has a quicker first step.”
Haack thinks she learned a lot
about the physical and mental toll
of a full season and is looking to find
other ways to score.
“I have been working a lot on
countermoves and pull up jumpers
and taking it more to the hoop
because this year teams will know I
am a shooter and really stick on me,”
Haack said. “I need to be a leader for
the younger girls and try to help them
with the season.”
After losing two senior leaders in
Anneke Schluter and Dani Brewer, a
new leader must emerge and senior
forward Vanessa Markert looks to do
just that.
“No one worked harder than
[Markert] this summer,” Gorski
said. “She did extra weight lifting
and workouts because last year she
felt she got pushed around by some
of the more physical posts in our

Men’s Non-Conference Schedule

conference. It’s really important to
her that she leaves on a good note; a
winning note.
Last season, Markert lead the team
in blocks and scored at a 48 percent
clip. She is the longest Bradley tenured
player or coach in the program.
This year with her increased
strength, Markert is looking to let the
game come to her and work off her
teammates.
“Last year I focused more on
the fancy finishes and jump shots,”
Markert said. “This year I want to
make things simple and do more of
the power game.”
The Braves have five returning
post players: Markert, Marsh, White,
Chelsea Brackman and Amber
Bozeman. All bring different skillsets
to the team, and so does the ultra
athletic six-foot-two-inch freshman
Asia Strong.
“I really feel good about our post
play right now and if [we] need
something there’s someone who does
it,” Gorski said.

The Braves are deep with shooters
and Gorski knows opposing teams
will have less room for error because
of it.
“It’s going to be real hard to
lock up on Gabi,” Gorski said.
“Shunseere is getting the three ball
down at a pretty good clip right now.
[Freshman] Aannah [Interrante] is
a sharpshooter with a quick release.
[Freshman] Lasha [Petree] will shoot
it right past half court and not even
think twice about it. Jailyn [Lawson]
has stepped up her game and she can
knock down the threes.”
The staff has brought in two true
point guards for this season in junior
college transfer Elisha Davis and
freshman Tatum Koenig to bolster
their point guard depth alongside
sophomore Lawson and senior Kent.
“We are going to get better and
better each day and be a much better
team by the end of the season,” Gorski
said. “We are playing a lot of different
styles of teams [this season] which is
great because they are athletic teams

photo via bradleybraves.com

so our one-on-one defense needs to
be on point. We are also playing some
system teams where they run a lot of
screen action. We need to be sure our
screen play is good.”
Gorski says if Bradley focuses on
putting in the necessary work, the
Braves will be successful and make a
statement this season.
“I like the mentality of this team,
they are putting in the work on their
own everyday,” Gorski said. “We
have kids bothering us to watch film
everyday and trying to figure things
out. Those are things you don’t fake.
I think we are at a better spot than a
year ago right now and we are going
to get better everyday.”
The Braves will host Quincy
University, a Division II team, at
2:30 p.m. tomorrow at Renaissance
Coliseum for an exhibition game. At 7
p.m. on Nov. 10 the Braves will open
their non-conference schedule by
hosting Southeast Missouri State.

Women’s Non-Conference Schedule

Vs. Carroll University
November 1, 7 p.m.
Peoria, IL

At SMU
November 20, 5 p.m.
Cancun, Mexico

Vs. Quincy
November 3, 2:30 p.m.
Peoria, IL

Vs. Eastern Illinois
November 28, 7 p.m.
Peoria, IL

Vs. UW-Parkside
November 7, 7 p.m.
Peoria, IL

At Penn State/Wright State
November 21, 5 p.m.
Cancun, Mexico

Vs. Southeast Missouri State
November 10, 7 p.m.
Peoria, IL

At Oakland
December 1, 1 p.m.
Cancun, Mexico

Vs. Southeast Missouri State
November 10, 7 p.m.
Peoria, IL

Vs. Chicago State
November 24, 1 p.m.
Peoria, IL

Vs. Rockhurst
November 18, 7 p.m.
Peoria, IL

Vs. Western Illinois
December 4, 11 a.m.
Peoria, IL

Vs. Jacksonville State
November 14, 7 p.m.
Peoria, IL

At IUPUI
November 28, 6 p.m.
Indianapolis, IN

At Delaware
November 23, 1:30 p.m.
Boca Raton, FL

At Omaha
December 14, 12 p.m.
Omaha, NE

At UIC
November 17, 7 p.m.
Chicago, IL

Vs. New Mexico
December 1, 7 p.m.
Peoria, IL

At Florida Atlantic/Lafayette
November 24, 1:30 p.m.
Boca Raton, FL

At Cleveland State
December 19, 4 p.m.
Cleveland, OH
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Shun-sational
Kent prepares for final season

BY AUSTIN SHONE
Sports Editor
When you hear Bradley senior
guard Shunseere Kent speak, it’s
impossible to miss the confidence in
her voice.
That same confidence was
apparent in her first season as a Brave,
as Kent started the first 20 games and
finished third on the team in scoring
with 8.6 points per game.
“I actually did [think I’d have
success from the start], I always
worked hard so I felt like it was time
to put the pieces together,” Kent said.
Hard work is what brought Kent
to Bradley as a junior college transfer
from East Georgia State in 2017. Kent
has never been the biggest player
on the floor. At 5-foot-7-inches, she
relies on her quick first step and
speed to get past defenders and create
shots for herself.
“I think she felt she got pushed
around a little bit last year and she
really spent a lot of time in the weight
room this summer,” head coach
Andrea Gorski said. “You can just tell
on the court she’s a lot sturdier. She’ll
play a lot of minutes for us, so it’s
important that she is able to handle
it.”

Kent hopes that the added strength
in her upper body and base will help
her finish through more contact in
the lane this season.
“I was really skinny, no type of
muscles last year,” Kent said. “I’ve
gained at least 10-15 more pounds
and I weigh about 145 now. I’ll be able
to stay up and not fall when I go and
attack. [I’ll] be able to finish stronger.”
Gorski praised Kent for being one
of the team’s most dynamic players,
citing her “deadly” pull-up jumper,
consistent three-point shot and
ability to put pressure on opposing
ball handlers for the length of the
court.
“Overall she’s just a really well
rounded player,” Gorski said. “[She’s]
very competitive. [As] a senior her
job is not only to carry us in terms of
we want her to score, we want her to
be one of our better on-ball defenders,
also as a senior you want to make
sure you are focusing on making your
teammates better.”
Adjusting to the Division I level
has been more than just a physical
transformation for Kent. It’s also been
about becoming more comfortable
in a leadership role on the team and
helping the younger players around

her fulfill their potential.
“Last year I was terrible
at leadership, but it’s coming
easier now considering I’m a
senior and just knowing I have
a good team that has a chance
of winning,” Kent said. “I’ve
been way more vocal, leading
by example and just making
sure I do every drill hard.”
After her final season at
Bradley expires, Kent aspires to
play overseas and knows that
scouts pay the most attention to
winning teams.
“If I’m scoring more and my
team actually isn’t winning, it
doesn’t matter because I’m not
going to get any looks,” Kent said.
“I’ve just got to think team-based
and just keep going as a team
together.”
As a transfer, Kent has been put
in the unique situation of having
her last season at Bradley come
immediately after her first, but she
possesses the drive to make this final
season count.
“I’m definitely going out with a
bang,” Kent said. “I expect to go even
harder this year.”
Her confidence never wavers.

Shunseere Kent
Senior Guard
East Point, Ga.

Mapping the Valley:

Women’s MVC Rankings

BY RONAN KHALSA
Off-staff Reporter

The Bonafide Bunch
Drake, UNI, SIU, Missouri State
Drake will likely three-peat
as MVC champions. The Valley is
improving, however, so they will not
finish 18-0 this conference season
like the previous two. The Bulldogs
return the defending MVC Player of
the Year in forward Becca Hittner
and Defensive Player of the Year
Sammie Bachrodt. The supporting
cast will lead this team to the top of
the conference once again.
Northern Iowa might have what
it takes to dethrone Drake. They will
host a game in the preseason WNIT
and return their top scorer and

rebounder, Megan Maahs. She’ll lead
the Panthers to a top-two finish.
SIU will be led by All-MVC firstteam selection Nicole Martin and
2018 MVC Freshman of the Year Abby
Brockmeyer. Brockmeyer provides
a strong presence down low, both
defensively and offensively, where
she is ultra-efficient. The Salukis will
give UNI and Drake a run for their
money, but will come up just short.
Rounding out the top tier is
Missouri State. I expect the Bears to
make a deep run in postseason play.
They return nine players from last
year’s team, which finished second in
the Valley. Senior Danielle Gitzen will
step up in a big way.
The Up and Comers
ISU, Bradley, Indiana State

Illinois State returns MVC
Newcomer of the Year Simone Goods
who recorded 12 double-doubles
last season. The Redbirds are most
excited about their recruiting class
which includes: Mary Crompton who
shot the three ball at a 46.3 percent
clip in high school, post player Lexy
Koudelka who was ranked 75th in her
recruiting class nationwide and Ally
Gietzel, who was a three star recruit.
Bradley is young with nine
underclassmen on their roster, but
they are growing up fast. Bradley was
second in the MVC in defensive field
goal percentage and led the Valley
in rebounding last season. All of the
post players return. Bradley lost a
defensive stopper in Dani Brewer
but their deep roster will step up.
Additionally, they shoot the ball well

from behind the arc led by sophomore
Gabi Haack.
Although Indiana State has a new
coach in Vicki Hall, coming off six
seasons as associate head coach at
Toledo, the team is on the upswing.
The Sycamores will have 69 percent of
their scoring back in Terre Haute and
four returning starters. Ashli O’Neal
will look to build off her breakout
sophomore season in which she led
the team in scoring. She’s quick to
the basket and can shoot the long ball.
The Bottom-Feeders
Valparaiso, Loyola, Evansville
Valparaiso will enter their second
year in the MVC coming off their
inaugural season in which they won
five conference games. They return

nine of their top 10 scorers from last
season. First year coach Mary Evans
comes to Valpo from Ohio University
where she was assistant coach, and
was integral to turning the program
around. She’ll look to do the same at
Valpo.
Loyola returns 62 percent of
their scoring. Abby O’Connor led
the Ramblers in scoring, rebounding
and blocks last season as a freshmen.
With O’Conner leading the charge,
there is nowhere to go but up.
Evansville is redesigning both
basketball programs. Now a senior,
Kerri Gasper will look to continue to
lead the team in scoring and mentor
seven new players, but it will be a
while before they compete.
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Hometown Hanley earns scholarship
BY JUSTIN LIMOGES
Sports Reporter
Of all the things Peter Hanley expected
would happen his senior year at Bradley
University, he did not expect to receive a
full athletic scholarship.
Hanley, a 6-foot-7 senior forward for
the Bradley men’s basketball team, has
been a walk-on for the past three seasons.
That all changed at the start of the 2018
school year.
On Aug. 22, men’s basketball head
coach Brian Wardle called a meeting
with all the players and staff. After
talking about key player attributes such
as loyalty, commitment, selflessness and
leadership, Wardle surprised Hanley with
a full scholarship for embodying those core
values.
Wardle said that Hanley had been with
the team for a long time and deserved the
scholarship.
“Peter [Hanley] was one of the first
guys that came into the program with me
and the staff and embodied an ultimate
team player: unselfish, never complained,
was a star in his role, embraced his role
and just worked and worked and worked,”
Wardle said. “So when the opportunity
came up for me and the staff to reward him,
his teammates were so excited.”
Hanley said he was caught completely
off guard when the team broke the news
to him.
“It meant a lot to me,” Hanley said. “I
put a lot of time into the program. It felt

good that the coach and staff appreciated
what I had done. I was completely unaware.
[Wardle] just called a team meeting, and
we have a lot of team meetings, so it didn’t
really stand out. I just went in there, sat
down and got ready to listen, and it turned
out to be great news.”
While basketball is one of Hanley’s
major focuses at Bradley, his studies as a
psychology pre-med major have been his
primary focus.
“It’s definitely difficult [majoring in
pre-med],” Hanley said. “A lot of time
management stuff. You have to prioritize
studies over basketball and putting the
proper time into everything. It’s gone
alright for me. I’ve gotten more used to
it [over the years]. It’s made me more
disciplined.”
Hanley’s dedication to his studies
has shown off the court with multiple
accolades. He was named to the NABC
Honors Court in 2018, received the MVC
Commissioner’s Academic Excellence
Award in 2016, made MVC Honor Roll
(2016-2018) and has earned a spot on
Bradley’s Athletic Director’s Honor Roll
six semesters in a row since Fall 2015.
Hanley noted how he had even
considered quitting the program in the past
to focus on his studies. But his dedication
to the team has paid off, quite literally.
“[I’m] not saying I never thought
about [leaving the team], but I do love this
program,” Hanley said. “The guys here and
the coaches have been very supportive of

everything I’ve wanted to do. They made it
really easy to stay on board.”
Now going into his senior year during
“The Arrival” era, Hanley is doing whatever
he can to ensure the team competes for
the Missouri Valley Conference title
and a shot at qualifying for the
NCAA Tournament.
“We’re hoping to compete
for the Valley championship
[this season],” Hanley said.
“Whether it’s in the practice
or in the games, I’m ready to
put in the work to hopefully
reach that goal. There’s a lot of
good teams in the conference, we
know that. We’ll need to bring our
A-game to every game and practice.”
Wardle is nothing but happy that
Hanley has remained on the team for
almost four years now throughout
the rebuilding transition of the men’s
basketball team.
“He’s earned it and deserved it, and
we’re just happy that he’s been with us
for four years and helped us turn this
program around,” Wardle said.
According to Hanley, the team is
ready and excited to start the season
in November.
“The preseason has been good,”
Hanley said. “We’ve been practicing
hard since school’s got going. We’re
just ready to play other teams now.”

Opinion: #TheArrival
BY AUSTIN SHONE
Sports Editor
In the months leading up to
last season, the Missouri Valley
Conference sat in a state of
uncertainty. Wichita State had
departed. There was no clear Goliath,
no team that stood out at the top. The
conference was a blank slate, waiting
for a team to write their story.
The
uncertainties
quickly
dissipated. Loyola played next man up,
en route to an improbable appearance
in the Final Four. The Ramblers wrote
one of the most memorable college
basketball stories the country had
seen in a long time. Sister Jean became
a national treasure, Gryffindor gained
some newfound followers and people
started talking about the Valley again
on the national stage.
In Peoria, people are anxious for
things to come full circle in 2018.
Entering Brian Wardle’s fourth
season at the helm of the Braves,
progress has been made, players have
been dropped and added; a system
has taken shape.
Expectations sit on the shoulders
of the Braves for the first time in
some time. Last season’s berth in
the MVC semi-finals have many
fans saying it’s time to put Bradley
back in the conversation for a Valley
championship.
And to that I say, “Why not?”
Last season, Bradley won 20
games for the first time since 2009.
When you take a look at this year’s
non-conference schedule there’s a
few games that catch your eye.
The biggest tests will come in the
Cancun tournament against SMU
and potentially Penn State. The New

Mexico game at Carver also seems to
be on everyone’s calendar. But look
closer and there are some games that
are tougher than they appear.
Wardle plans the non-conference
schedule against teams that have the
talent to win conference tournaments.
UIC had 20 wins last year as well and
have the players to make a run in the
Horizon League.
Jacksonville State went 23-13 a
year ago and lost to Murray State in
the conference tournament. Wright
State, who they may play in Cancun,
made the NCAA tournament last
year. This schedule is going to prepare
the Braves to compete in the Valley.
Although depth in the post will be
a bit concerning to start the season,
this team is the deepest Bradley has
seen since 2006.
Darrell Brown was picked as a
2nd-Team All-MVC point guard. He
can put up points in bunches. He
has the deep ball touch and he gets
in the lane and causes problems. His
poise continues to improve and he’s
become a premiere point guard in the
MVC.
Dwayne Lautier-Ogunleye looks
incredibly springy. He’s a great
perimeter defender and he’s the voice
of this team. If he can continue to go
to the hole and draw hard contact
and knock in some threes along the
way, he’s going to put together an
impressive senior season.
I think the player everyone’s
most excited to see this year is Elijah
Childs. He’s improved his outside
touch and if he can step out and
knock down shots, his ceiling is first
team all-MVC. He’ll see more minutes
at the five with freshman Ari Boya

out for the first half of the season, but
his attack is efficient. He’s Bradley’s
most balanced big man.
Nate Kennell and Luuk van Bree
will continue to take and make their
shots from deep. As for Bradley’s
plethora of backup guards, there
are a lot of question marks. Jayden
Hodgson will continue to run as
Brown’s backup. Antoine Pittman is
trying to prove himself coming off a
red-shirt season
Freshman Ja’shon Henry is
intriguing. When Bradley signed him,
I think everyone thought he would
play the three at 6-foot-6. He’s a four.
He still has a lot to develop in terms
of decision-making, but I can already
see his talent showing.
The Verdict
This team is going to excel
defensively and in the rebounding
category. There are a lot of unique
weapons on the offensive side. There’s
no one person who’s going to lead the
team in scoring every game. There are
numerous guys when you look down
the roster that can have big games.
A lot of teams in the Valley have
two or three guys that can fill it up,
Bradley has five or six. The Braves
will compete in the upper echelon of
the conference and will be back in the
conference semis with a great chance
to play on Sunday in St. Louis.
Projected Conference Record: 11-7
Projected Conference Finish: T-3rd
Projected Overall Record: 23-11

Peter Hanley
Senior Forward
Peoria, Ill.
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Wardle particularly noted Henry’s
diverse skill set makes him unique.
“He can handle the ball. He can
shoot it from three a little bit,” Wardle
said. “He’s kind of like an old-school
Charles Barkley. He’s a 6-foot-6-inch
matchup problem. He can go post you
up, but he’s quick off his feet and uses
his body well.”
Wardle pointed to the team’s
defense and rebounding, two areas
the Braves excelled in compared to the
rest of the MVC, as the team’s biggest
strengths. Despite having one of the
lower 3-point total in the conference
(217) compared to rival Illinois State
who ranks 42nd in the nation (301),
Wardle said the Braves would rely on
post presence to find scoring.
“We’ll shoot threes when they’re
presented to us, but we will play
inside out and we’ll get in that paint
a lot,” Wardle said. “You’ll be seeing
that from us especially from Koch,
Elijah, Luuk [van Bree], and when Ari
gets back, we got a lot of size down
here that can score.”
With young blood and depth on
board, this year will be the last goround for four seniors Luuk van Bree,
Lautier-Ogunleye, Peter Hanley and
Luqman Lundy.
Lautier-Ogunleye reflected on his
time at Bradley, being one senior who
played during the 2015-16 season
when the team won five games, the
program’s lowest win total in the
MVC era.
“It feels weird,” Lautier-Ogunleye
said. “When I got here as apart of

the youngest team in America, we
had 11 freshmen and now it’s gone
completely full circle and now I’m
the old man of it. The coaches have
challenged me to take more of an
older role and just try help out with
the younger guys.”
In the offseason and during a trip
to Europe, the team had extensive
time to spend with each other.
Lautier-Ogunleye said spending time
with his teammates eating meals,
playing games and traveling took
team chemistry to new heights and it
was apparent in practice.
“We’ve been able to get defensive
rotations down a lot smoother and
a lot earlier than normal,” LautierOgunleye said. “We’ve never had all
our plays in this early and we want
to concentrate on executing the little
things rather than teaching.”
The team’s first game against UWParkside is at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
Nov. 7 at Carver Arena in downtown
Peoria. The schedule also features a
matchup against NCAA-tournament
regulars SMU in Cancun, Mexico on
Nov. 20 and New Mexico on Dec. 1 at
Carver Arena.
After being narrowly defeated by
Final Four finalist Loyola in the second
round of the MVC Tournament, the
team is determined to make up for
last season shortcomings.
“We’re on a mission,” LautierOgunleye said. “Yes, there’s going
to be fun games like Cancun and
the home games in non-conference,
but every Missouri Valley [game is
important] because we know every
game matters.”
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The Book of Eli
BY KAYLA JOHNSON
Sports Photographer
Bradley sophomore Elijah Childs
wasted no time making his presence
known on the court last season. But
the 6-foot-7-inch forward’s story
didn’t start on the hardwood, it
started on the football field.
Childs grew up as a football fan
in Kansas City, Missouri, hauling in
receptions, rather than rebounds. He
didn’t start playing basketball until
the eighth grade, which is why his
incredible freshman season at Bradley
was so unexpected.
“It was amazing seeing my growth
as an individual player and seeing
my team come together as a unit and
dominate the court like we want,”
Childs said.
Last year, Childs played in all 33
games and started 11 of them. He
averaged eight points per game and
was named to the MVC All-Freshman
Team.
Childs has had a busy offseason.
Over the summer, he focused on
expanding his range beyond the
three-point line and fine-tuning his
decision making skills.
“My perimeter shooting as well as
my strength and conditioning routine
has increased a lot and [I’m] learning
to be places at the right time,” Childs
said. “I’m not a mind reader, but I try
to read what my teammates are going
to do to judge on where to go.”
Head coach Brian Wardle also

noted the work Childs has put in to
better his game over the offseason.
“His body’s stronger and he’s
more comfortable in the system,”
Wardle said. “His jump shot has come
a long way. He’s very comfortable in
the post. I think he’s just going to get
better and better too.”
This season, fans are wondering
if Childs can fill the shoes of Donte
Thomas at power forward. Last year,
Childs had the opportunity to play
alongside Thomas and said he’s ready
to take on the role and make it his
own.
“It was good playing behind him
because I looked up to him in a way,”
Childs said. “He taught me how
to be a leader on and off the court
regardless of my ranking. I know I’m
not a senior, but we all need to be
leaders on the team.”
Three weeks ago, freshman center
Ari Boya suffered an ankle injury,
which will keep him out for 10-12
weeks. Due to the injury, Childs will
see more time at the five and will play
a lot of his starting minutes alongside
junior center Koch Bar, who he’s had
a lot time to mesh with.
“They’re different players,” head
coach Brian Wardle said. “Elijah’s
strengths aren’t Koch’s strengths
and Koch’s strengths aren’t Elijah’s
strengths, so they really combine very
well together and play off each other
well. With Elijah and Koch, it’s going
to be a lot of fun to see how they

Sophomore Elijah Childs averaged eight points and six rebounds for the
Braves last season.
develop together.”
As for the team, Childs believes
they’ve grown closer, which will help
them stick together throughout the
course of the season.
“We’ve done more bonding

whether it’s at tailgates, coach’s
house or other games at school. We’re
a lot closer and I think it’s going to
carry us a long way.”
Childs knows there’s more to
learn and he’s dedicated to bettering

photo by Austin Shone

himself everyday. The second chapter
of his Bradley career is just getting
under way.

Mapping the Valley:
Men’s MVC Rankings
BY ANTHONY LANDAHL
Assistant Sports Editor
The Illinois Valley
Loyola, Illinois State, Bradley,
Southern Illinois
The fight for the Missouri Valley
Conference top spot will be a fiery
contest this year. Each one of these
teams can exceed the expectations set
for them, whether they are underdogs
or not.
Among the predicted best teams
in the conference is Loyola-Chicago,
who is coming off an NCAA Final
Four appearance. The Ramblers
were picked in the MVC Preseason
Poll as the number one team in the
conference and features returning
MVC Player of the Year Clayton
Custer, Freshman of the Year
Cameron Krutwig and Coach of the
Year Porter Moser. There are holes left
after the departure of Donte Ingram
and MVC Defensive Player of the Year
Ben Richardson, but the experience of
last year’s deep tournament run gives
Loyola a confidence boost.
The Redbirds still boast senior
Malik Yarborough if his suspension is
lifted. He did not play in the Redbirds
exhibition game but in 2017 he led
the conference in assists (4.8), was

in the top five in conference scoring
(16.6) and helped the team to an 18win season. This was a team plagued
by injuries last season, but not before
they beat the second-seeded Sothern
Illinois in the second round of the
MVC. They are a strong contender to
take down the Ramblers.
The I-74 Rivalry would not be
complete with just ISU in the top tier
of the MVC. Bradley head coach Brian
Wardle has improved the Braves
record every year in his three-year
tenure and will now showcase his
matured roster.
Despite losing Donte Thomas, an
essential key to the team’s 20 wins
last season, the Braves still possess
developing forward Elijah Childs and
junior guard Darrell Brown. Brown
was second to ISU’s Yarborough in
assists last season and the Braves’
leading scorer for the past two
seasons.
The constant enthusiasm that
Southern Illinois head coach Barry
Hinson has for the Valley may be
enough to give the Salukis another
run at the MVC final match, but his
reliability as a coach is probably
more persuading than that. Hinson
accumulated 59-wins in the last three
seasons at Southern and launched
the team to second place last season.

With a large amount of their team
returning from last year, the Salukis
will try getting over the tough
second-round hump and reach their
first MVC final since 2007.
The Middle Children
Northern Iowa, Indiana State,
Valparaiso
These teams have established
talent, but there are setbacks that
keep them from competing among
the conference’s best.
Northern Iowa’s head coach Ben
Jacobson is entering his 13th season
and has won 14 and 16 games in
the past two seasons. Though the
Panthers have hovered around .500,
this is the lowest win total in a twoseason span for Jacobson.
The Panthers scored the least
amount of points per game last
season in the conference (64.2 points
per game) but played suffocating
defense, limiting opponents to
only a conference-best 62.2 points.
This team’s freshmen class will be
essential in providing new strengths
in the offensive department.
Indiana
State
possesses
a
marksman in Jordan Barnes, the
Valley and one of the nation’s more
skilled 3-point shooters. Barns tallied

117 3-pointers at a 42 percent clip.
His contributions propelled Indiana
State’s offense to the second best in
the Valley (72.5 points per game) but
only resulted in 13 wins last season.
Tyreke Hill will also be a big part of
Indiana State’s scoring, after being
selected on the MVC All-freshmen
team.
After competing in the MVC for
the first time, Valparaiso tallied 15
wins but had quite the mediocre
season within the conference. The
team had the fifth best offense and
sixth best defense in the league.
With six conference wins, the
Crusaders had the least amount of
conference success. There’s room for
improvement and expansion.
New Coach, Who Dis?
Drake, Missouri State, Evansville
Missouri State fired head coach
Paul Lusk after he could not lead the
Bears to a winning conference record.
With a 7-11 conference record last
season in the books and the departure
of the conference rebound leader and
current Indiana Pacer Alize Johnson,
the Bears will take a new approach.
Missouri State hired former ISU player
Dana Ford. He’ll inherit returning
forward Obediah Church, the Valley’s

top shot blocker, but Johnson did it all
for the Bears.
After head coach Niko Medved
led Drake to 10 conference wins and
orchestrated the top scoring team
in the conference last season (73.7
points per game), he left his position
to coach at Colorado State. It was the
best conference record since 2008 for
the Bulldogs. Now they will have to
quickly adjust with former Creighton
assistant coach Darian DeVries
running the show.
In addition to losing an effective
coach, the Bulldogs also lost All-MVC
first team Reed Timmer, the second
best scorer in the conference last year
(19.2).
The Evansville Purple Aces are
currently under an identity change.
After firing head coach Marty
Simmons, who coached there for
11 seasons, the Aces hired Walter
McCarty, who was a member of the
Boston Celtics staff under head coach
Brad Stevens. What McCarty learned
on the Celtics staff will be important
as the Aces lost Ryan Taylor, the top
scorer in the conference last year
(21.3). The Aces are looking for their
next number one option.
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GO TIME
Men’s Basketball Preview

BY ANTHONY LANDAHL
Assistant Sports Editor
The time has arrived.
After reaching the 20-win mark
last season for the first time since
2009, the Bradley men’s basketball
team feels ready to compete for
the Missouri Valley Conference
Championship.
“It’s very realistic,” senior guard
Dwayne Lautier-Ogunleye said.
“We’ve been preparing for this. We
know what we’re capable of doing.
When we play the right way we play
together. It’s on everyone’s mind.
Everyone is ready.”
One of the major questions of the
offseason was how the Braves would
fill the void forward Donte Thomas
left after graduating last spring.
Thomas led the team in rebounds and
was the team’s second-best scorer last
season.
Despite losing Thomas, head
coach Brian Wardle said the team’s
depth and scoring ability will be the
driving factor to the team’s success.
“We have a lot of weapons,
offensively,” Wardle said. “We could
have a new leading scorer every
game. We have six or seven guys that
could put the ball in the basket and
have some big games for us.”

Among the talent returning to
the Braves are guards junior Darell
Brown, last season’s leading scorer
and a Preseason All-MVC honoree
and junior Nate Kennell, the team’s
go-to 3-point marksman.
The team’s big men include
sophomore forward Elijah Childs,
who is poised to take over the
rebounding effort Thomas left and
junior center Koch Bar, who started
22 games last season.
The incoming freshman class
features 7-foot-1 center Ari Boya, who
is sidelined at least until conference
play with an ankle injury and secondteam IHSA All-State honoree Armon
Brummett from Decatur. Ja’shon
Henry, a native of Saskatchewan,
Canada, was ranked as the ninth best
Candian basketball player in the class
of 2018.
“[This group of freshmen was]
what we wanted to recruit,” Wardle
said. “We needed to get longer and
stronger and more athletic and these
three guys are not freshmen bodies.
They’re junior, senior bodies as
freshmen. It’ll be fun to see how they
grow and develop.”
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