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43rd national
championship
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Big Ideas to make big impact

BY COLE BREDAHL
Managing Editor
The speech team won the National
Forensics Association title last weekend
in California, its second national
championship within a two-week period.
The title is the program’s 43rd since
1980, the most by any team in the nation.
Bradley edged out Western Kentucky,
University of Texas Austin, Ball State
and Northwestern in the top five.
The team also won the American
Forensics Association championship.
It is the first time the team has won
both national championships in one year
since 2013.
Junior creative writing and journalism
double major, Brenna Fuhr said winning
the first championship provided a relief
going into the NFA tournament.
“It was amazing how the mindset
changed from winning one of them to
approaching the other one,” Fuhr said.
“Winning was just the icing on the cake.
We weren’t worried about winning. We
were just there to have fun and share our
messages.”
Individually, two Bradley team
members won national titles. Junior
public relations major Trijae Johnson
took first in program oral interpretation
and duo interpretation with sophomore
political science Joshua Beckles.
Fuhr finished fourth in persuasive
speaking and eighth in individual
sweepstakes. She performed in seven
events, which is challenging to her.
“[My events] had so many sources
like New York Times and Washington
Post and sometimes they were in all
them,” Fuhr said. “It’s a lot, but I have so
much fun with it. I only do topics that
I want to do and only share messages I
want to advocate for.”
The team will have a celebration at
2 p.m. today at the Caterpillar Global
Communications Center. Peoria mayor
Jim Ardis, university president Gary
Roberts, provost Walter Zakahi and team
president Megan Magee will speak at
the event.

John Nogai and Aaron DeSalvio presents their winning idea BAGG in the final round of the Big Idea Competition.
photo by Katelyn Edwards
BY ANGELINE SCHMELZER
Copy Editor
We all have ideas, but it takes a
lot of time and effort to make those
ideas a reality.
The final round for the Big Idea
competition was Tuesday in the
Peplow Pavilion. The six finalists
gave 10-minute presentations
of their business plan, including
financial estimates, followed by a
five-minute question and answer
period.
“We wanted to give them an
outlet for starting to think about,
develop, plan, that idea, see if there’s
legs so that it could launch maybe,”
Ken Klotz, managing director of the
Turner School of Entrepreneurship
and Innovation, said. “And we want
to give them a way so they can
participate and not be scared off by
some grand, big competition.”

Each presentation and business
plan is scored on a set of criteria
including feasibility, identification
of a problem and its solution,
defining a target market and
professionalism.
This year’s first place winners
were John Nogai, a Bradley
December 2018 graduate, and
Aaron DeSalvio, a student at the
University of Illinois. They received
$8,000 for BAGG, a product that
secures loads such as lumber in the
back of a truck.
“I think this is the culmination
of a lot of hard work and this has
been amazing to set a goal, which
has actually been two years now
… and just to see this come to
fruition,” DeSalvio said.
Nogai and DeSalvio entered last
year with a different idea but didn’t
make it to the final round. It was

through that experience that they
thought of the idea for BAGG.
“Our last idea was a product
made of wood, so we were hauling
lumber around all the time to make
the prototype for that, and while
we were doing that, we had trouble
securing the cargo,” DeSalvio said.
Nogai said they were prepared
for any questions the judges could
ask.
“We really believe in the
product,” Nogai said. “I use it pretty
much on a weekly basis when I’m
hauling lumber with it. I know this
product is a winner because I use it
and I love it.”
The idea that came in second
was DYME, a social platform for
people to rent formal clothes for
events such as prom, formals and
interviews. The developers received
$5,000.

“We’ve been working on this
business plan for about a year
now and we’re just so excited
to have the opportunity to be in
the competition and get the word
out about our business and start
getting some capital to launch,” said
Natalie Grande, senior marketing
and entrepreneurship double major.
In third place and receiving
$2,000 were the founders of Postal
Patrol.
The product is a secure box for
packages and mail that is accessed
by a QR code. According to the
group’s research, Postal Patrol
would also help delivery companies
by saving them time and money in
the delivery process.
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POLICE REPORTS
• A female student reported her vehicle was broken into on April 23 at

Bradley students to host book drive

her residence on the 500 block of Institute Place. Her purse was found

As part of a campaign to educate Peorians on the signs of child abuse, Bradley University public relations

in the 1400 block alley of W. Moss Ave. and had several items missing

students are hosting a book drive at 1 p.m. tomorrow at Tower Park in Peoria Heights. The event will

including her debit card and driver’s license, but all her cash was still

have speakers, a community art project and raffle prizes.

in the wallet.

BUPD to honor community protectors

• Police were dispatched to Squeaky Clean Laundromat on April 22 at

The Bradley University Police Department will hold its third annual public award ceremony at 3 p.m.

approximately 2 a.m. after a female reported a male took her cell phone.

on April 30 in Peplow Pavilion to honor all those who protect and serve the Bradley community. The

Both individuals were homeless and staying on the Squeaky Clean

event is open to the public.

couch. The male said he did not possess the female’s cell phone and
stated he had recently been released for a “psychotic episode” from the

Peoria’s first youth neighborhood association to hold first public meeting

hospital. Parties were separated and no charges were filed.

West Bluff HomeSpace, made up of youth aged 14 to 19 and started by a group of Bradley University
public relations students to combat lack of youth community involvement, will hold its first meeting

• Residential living staff conducted a search of an apartment on April

at 4:30 p.m. on April 30 in the Quest Academy High School cafeteria. Community members of all ages

19 at the Student Apartment Complex. They confiscated a 16-inch bong

are encouraged to participate in this public event which features student discussion, refreshments and

and a bottle of Captain Morgan.

speakers from the City of Peoria, Peoria Magazines and Peoria Police Department.
• An unaffiliated male was told he was banned from the Bradley campus

ACBU offers pre-finals stress relief
ACBU’s Relax and Rejuvenate event featuring massage chairs, yoga and dogs along with make-your-

on April 17 after a staff member and several students reported he entered
an academic hall and asked them how to make drugs.

own face masks, sugar scrubs and bath bombs will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on May 2 in the Michel
• A male reported on April 18 that he was walking by the Sigma Kappa

Student Center Ballroom.

sorority and something was shot at him from an upstairs window,
possibly an airsoft gun. The male refused to give his name. Officers
spoke to Sigma Kappa residents, and they denied any involvement.

OPEN POSITIONS
Podcast Producer

paid part-time position, internship credit available
plan and produce three podcasts per week

Content Manager

paid part-time position, internship credit available
manage and schedule posts on social media and website

Photographers

entry level position
take photos at events on campus

Reporters

entry level position
write one story per week for news, sports or Voice section

Visit BradleyScout.com/Apply
for more details

CORRECTION
The April 19 edition of The Scout did not include the
entire column on page A5. The column by Hannah
Snidman should have ended with the following text.
You could not pay me enough
to repeat getting my heart
broken (twice), or going through
the graduate school application
process again. Although there
are thousands of wonderful
things about college, we should
acknowledge the less fun aspects
as well.
All of the well-adjusted older
adults that I know do not recount
college as the best four years of
their lives. They reflect instead on
getting married, having children
or achieving important milestones
in their careers. I am hopeful that
my next stage of life at Texas Tech
University, earning my Ph.D in
experimental social psychology,
will somehow be even better than
my time as an undergraduate at
Bradley University.
I also hope and assume that
every stage of my life after
graduate school will continue to
improve, just as the pattern has
demonstrated. I am optimistic
that all of your lives will only get
better from here as well.
Since this is my only shot at a
senior column, I do want to use
my platform to give a shout out
to some of the groups that have

made this stage of my life better
than all previous ones.
Thank you to the Bradley
psychology department, for
giving me ample resources to
learn how to conduct research, to
explore my passions and to make
lifelong professional connections
and friends. To the women of
Sigma Delta Tau, past and
present, thank you for providing
me with sisterhood, philanthropy
and leadership opportunities.
Next, I appreciate all of my
roommates from the past four
years, as there is nothing more
comforting than coming home to
friends at the end of a long day.
I’m also grateful to The Scout for
allowing me to share my voice
through writing for these past
eight semesters.
Finally, thank you to the
rest of my Hilltop family (you
know who you are) for being my
study buddies, my party pals, my
partners in crime, my shoulders to
cry on, my very best friends and,
most importantly, my home away
from home.
Thank you, Bradley University,
for the best four years of my life
so far.
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Coffee with a cause
BY HALEY JOHNSON
News Editor
Bradley
University
Police
Department officers swarmed the
student center Thursday morning.
And they brought doughnuts.
BUPD hosted its fourth Coffee
With a Cop event this school year, but
this time in honor of sexual assault
awareness. This was the last event to
close out Sexual Assault Awareness
Month after numerous events hosted
by Bradley HEAT, Student Senate and
Greek life.
The officers teamed up with the
Center for Prevention of Abuse and
Nina Peplow, the Bradley University
Director of Human Resources and
Title IX Coordinator, to hand out tealfrosted doughnuts. Teal is the official
color of Sexual Assault Awareness
month.
Sophomore international business
and management and leadership major
Robert White came for the dougnuts
and left with several pamphlets.
“Events like this raise productive
awareness about sexual assault ¬– for
both men and women,” White said.
“A lot of people are afraid to ‘come
forward,’ and this is a way of making
it more comfortable.”
Lauren Auer, clinical director of
the Center for Prevention of Abuse,

said this event was a good opportunity
to make students aware of all the
resources the center offers them.
“We offer free confidential
counseling, and it’s unlimited,” Auer
said. “We have a 24-hour hotline and
students can come to us or we’ve
sometimes met them on campus.”
She offered students pamphlets and
information about male sexual assault,
harassment in the workplace and
contact information for volunteering
at the center.
Sgt. Nick McCumber said
Thursday’s event drew in quite a
crowd.
“We keep running out of
doughnuts, but we like talking to all
these students,” McCumber said.
Sophomore political science and
economics major Priscila Calderon
said that overall, Coffee with a Cop
is a good way to build relationships
between BUPD and students.
“I’ve always grown up seeing
officers in a negative light,” Calderon
said. “This is just a really good way
to change that idea and a good
opportunity to be positively exposed
to police officers.”
Contact the Center for Prevention
of Abuse for more information about
sexual assault at 309-691-0551 or at
centerforpreventionofabuse.org.

Bradley University Police Department officers gave out free donuts Thursday to strike conversation with
students and help raise awareness for sexual assault.
photo by Haley Johnson

LaHood and panel discuss
infrastructure crisis
BY VERONICA BLASCOE
Off-staff Reporter
A panel featuring former
secretary of transportation Ray
LaHood discussed various aspects
of America’s ongoing infrastructure
crisis.
Students from the engineering
and business colleges banded
together to a host a panel discussion
titled “The Future of American
Infrastructure:
Combining
Engineering and Economics to
Tackle Our Nation’s Serious
Transportation Problems” Tuesday
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
“America is one big pothole
at this point,” LaHood, a Bradley
alum said, before saying the United
States has over 60,000 structurally
deficient bridges. LaHood laid out a
plan for the restoration of America’s
infrastructure that included raising
taxes on gasoline and emphasized
the necessity of committed
leadership at the highest levels of
federal government.
Other members of the panel had
different focuses. Kensil Garnett, the
engineer for the Illinois Department
of Transportation’s Region 3,
clarified some of the structural issues
faced by our infrastructure and
pointed out that the Department of

Transportation was on the lookout
for new recruits.
Joshua Lewer, the chair of the
Bradley Economics Department,
described the devastating effects
poor infrastructure can have on
social mobility.
Karen Jensen, president and CEO
of Peoria’s Farnsworth Group, said
a lack of routine maintenance could
increase costs in the long term. Eric
Hansen, a Bradley alumnus and
vice president of engineering firm
Crawford, Murphy and Tilly Inc.,
shared a suggestion that citizens
should pay for the use of roads like
they pay for any other utility, in the
form of a vehicle mileage tax.
LaHood said the American
Civil Liberties Union, among other
organizations, has already objected
to the idea of privacy concern.
“I found it fascinating to see
the different perspectives,” said Ben
Wagoner, a sophomore political
science and economics double
major. “I just felt that it was an allencompassing panel that was able
to answer … every question [and]
every side of the issue at hand.”
The panel was hosted by a mixed
group of engineering and business
students and represented a spirit
of cooperation engendered by the

upcoming combination of the two
colleges into the new Business and
Engineering Complex.
“The dean of the Student
Advisory Council in the Foster
College of Business reached out to
me to host any sort of event with the
engineering organizations here on
campus,” said Nick Brusich, a junior
economics major and president
of the Economics Roundtable at
Bradley. “So I reached out to the
civil engineers, and the first thing
I thought of was … infrastructure.”
He reached out to senior civil
engineering majors Grant Hischke
and Cody Gastel, vice president
and president, respectively, of the
Bradley chapter of American Society
of Civil Engineers. Both students
agreed that infrastructure formed
an obvious combination of the two
subjects.
“When you build a road, when
you build a bridge, when you build
a rail line, you are building an
economic corridor,” LaHood said. “So
the connection between engineering
and economics is so critical.”
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“There’s a lot on the line because
this can definitely make or break us,”
Erik Ortiz, sophomore mechanical
engineering major, said. “We’re
definitely nervous, but it was really
exciting also.”
The Locals, a company that pairs
travelers with local guides to help
them experience the city’s culture,
received fourth place and $1000.
“We are extremely excited to be
here,” junior political science major
Pierre Paul said. “This is an amazing
opportunity. We worked extremely
hard to get here … Realistically, all
of these competitors are extremely
talented and deserving of the awards.”
Fifth place and $500 went to
WHIP, an app where students can
find other students on their campus
for a ride in an affordable way.
“I realized that almost every
weekend on campus, I’m in an Uber
and half the time I don’t even say
a word to the driver themselves,”
Justin Giordano, senior management
and leadership major, said. “Uber and
Lyft have been having a lot of safety
issues lately.”
Giordano also wants to make a
social impact by donating 20 percent
of the profits to the Foundation for

Underprivileged Youth, which helps
young adults attend college.
Pup Date received sixth place and
$500 for start-up. It is a mobile phone
application geared towards people
with busy lives that want the best
for their pet. The app aimed to match
similar dogs, so they wouldn’t be left
alone for long periods of time.
“It is completely surprising and
really exciting to be here with a lot of
other creative minds,” Abbie Brustad,
senior hospitality leadership major,
said.
Other than money, students also
receive professional guidance with
their ventures. Both a law firm and a
CPA are giving first, second and third
place winners free consultation for
two hours.
The Social Impact Challenge was
inspired by the number of social
ventures presented at the Big Idea
competition and will be launch in
October.
“It’s all centered around students
proposing ideas that make a social
impact, a positive impact on either
individuals, families or the community
in general,” Klotz said. “We want to
harness that excitement on students
as well. The hands-on participation in
something worthwhile that makes an
impact on the lives of others.”

Photos by Katelyn Edwards

Students present their ideas in the final round of Big Idea Competition. The winner took home $8,000 to help start their business idea.

The power of Kuk Sool Won
BY JADE SEWELL
Off-staff Reporter
Kuk Sool is a form of Korean
martial arts that combines over
3,600 different techniques, 4,000
years of Korean history and “the
psychological edge of calm and selfassured attitude.”
Located on Big Hollow Road, Kuk
Sool Won of Peoria is one of over 900
member schools of Kuk Sool and has
been a staple of the Peoria martial
arts community for the past 24 years.
The name “Kuk Sool Won” can be
translated literally to mean “National
Martial Arts Association,” but it has a
deeper connotation that implies the
mental and philosophical heritage of
Korean Martial Arts.
A large aspect of Kuk Sool is self
discipline.
“Many people want to go to the
gym, but talk themselves out of it,”
Mitchell said. “With martial arts, you
have a trainer who also serves as
your counselor and teacher. I’ll call

students and ask ‘Where are you at?’
if they miss a session. There’s a lot
of accountability in our martial arts
classes.”
Kuk Sool Won is owned and
operated by Ben Mitchell, also known
as ‘LIL FUT’ in the martial arts
community. Mitchell has been the
sole proprietor of Kuk Sool Won of
Peoria since 1997, when he received
ownership from his mentor, Master
Zefo.
Mitchell is highly acclaimed
in the community, being the only
instructor from Peoria to be featured
on the cover of “TaeKwonDo
Times” magazine. In addition to this
accomplishment, he is a fifth degree
black belt in Kuk Sool, as well as the
1991 winner of the popular TV show
“American Gladiators.”
According to Kuk Sool Won’s
website, “In Kuk Sool Won, one learns
that small threats can be met with
small responses which will probably
avert further trouble without causing
more problems than they solve.”

“Kuk Sool is not about striking,”
Mitchell said. “It’s about using
pressure points and joint locks to
defend yourself, so anyone can learn
Kuk Sool regardless of strength or
size.”
Overall, Kuk Sool helps its
participants face physical and
emotional adversity by providing
them with the physical and mental
strength necessary to overcome their
problems.
Kuk Sool Won of Peoria offers
a free introductory class to new
participants, as well as an internet
exclusive offer that provides 12
classes for $99.95. Classes can be
booked over the phone or on their
website at http://kswofpeoria.net/
kuk-sool-won-of-peoria/ and Bradley
students receive a 10 percent discount
on regular programs.

Kuk Sool Won is located at 5221 N. Big Hollow Rd.
photo via Kuk Sool Won’s Facebook page
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Popping the ‘Bradley Bubble’
BY HANNAH SNIDMAN
News Reporter
While many Bradley students
become engulfed in the magic of the
“Bradley Bubble,” some make an effort
to connect with the surrounding area.
Senior public relations major
Misa Nagase has a long history in
impacting the Peoria community.
She currently works as an intern
for the city of Peoria Community
Development Department and is
using her senior capstone project to
enhance neighborhoods.
“Basically, capstone is you have
to implement a fully actualized,
research-driven [public relations]
campaign within a semester,” Nagase
said. “What we’re doing is focusing on
the lack of youth participation within
neighborhood associations. Youth
engagement has been something the
city has been really trying to push
the past couple of years, but they
couldn’t figure out what route to
do it.”
Nagase, along with team members
Meghan Anderson, Kristin Drew and

Kyle Powers set out to create West
Bluff HomeSpace, Peoria’s first youth
neighborhood organization. Nagase
is the team’s non-profit liaison, Drew
works as development coordinator,
Anderson serves as media manager
and Powers is the team’s for-profit
liaison.
“[Nagase is] super knowledgeable
about neighborhood organizations
[and] associations and everything
that goes into creating one, and she’s
also been able to connect us with a
lot of great resources through her
network of professionals within the
city,” senior public relations major
Drew said. “We definitely wouldn’t
have been able to make this project
a success without Misa on our team.”
The four students visited Quest
Academy High School and Peoria
Central High School, along with
talking to community leaders, in order
to gain interest and participation. The
first meeting of the organization will
be held on April 30.
“We’ve done almost all of our
outreach,” Nagase said. “We’re
excited for the event. We’ll have a

lot of community leaders present, but
we’re really trying to get kids there
since that’s really the point of it.”
Nagase has worked on other
community projects through her
internship. Last summer, citizens had
the opportunity to paint a tile for “My
Piece of Peoria,” a community mural
that will be up this summer.
“People from Chicago or St. Louis
would laugh at Peoria being a big
city, but it’s big enough for there to
still be a vibrant community but small
enough that working in a position in
city government feels very productive
because there’s enough people that
you can get a lot of work done,”
Nagase said. “It’s super easy to get
caught up in the ‘Bradley Bubble,’
but I feel very fortunate that my
internship has allowed me to see
what the city of Peoria is like. I think
before working at the city, I would
have never even considered staying
in Peoria. I’m still not sure if I want
to do that, but it definitely seems the
more you get to know it, the better
city it is.”

HUMANS

OF
THE

H I L LTO P

MISA NAGASE
Misa Nagase is a senior public relations major at Bradley University.
Photo via Misa Nagase

Senior Column
Patch it up together

Meghan Anderson

mlanderson@mail.bradley.edu
Assistant News Editor

I never expected to write a
non-fiction piece about a parasite
eating my eyeball, but here I am.
Sudden onset blindness and

severe eye pain led to a pretty
scary diagnosis that changed my
plans for my final semester of
college, to say the least.
Originally, I was hardly
concerned by my rather disastrous
fate, certain I could make an eye
patch look very Captain Jack
Sparrow chic. I confirmed the
hard way that Johnny Depp is
objectively much sexier than I am
when I ended up looking more
suitable to yell, “Are ya ready,
kids?” before launching into a
tune about a hyperactive yellow
sea sponge.
In general, I had thought that
despite this setback, I would keep
attacking life with the same zest I
had become quite known for and
prided myself on. I was wrong.
For months, I hid in my room
from everyone and everything,

even my closest friends. My
grades slipped from A’s to C’s
in a way my cup size never has.
I found out a body can live off
a diet of exclusively pain pills,
occasionally seasoned with salty
tears. Showers did not exist. Sleep
was not a possibility.
I became the knockoff
version of myself, but not even
an acceptable cheap imitation;
anyone with taste buds can tell
the difference between a cremefilled chocolate sandwich cookie
and an Oreo.
I couldn’t do anything, and it
wasn’t because I wasn’t trying.
Before, schoolwork had
always come easily, friendships
bloomed naturally, employment
opportunities seemed endless and
drinks were rarely on my tab
though always in my hand. I lived

by a motto of “do what makes the
best story” and felt unstoppable.
So I guess I’m here to tell you
that you’re not unstoppable.
I
stopped,
abruptly,
unexpectedly and completely, at
a time in my life when I thought
I’d be going full speed. And
the world kept going without
waiting.
Luckily, even though I
stopped, I remained in motion,
thanks to the people who
pushed and pulled me along.
Help came in all forms: rides
to my weekly ophthalmologist
appointments, “cheer up” parties,
homework notes, snail mail, work
accommodations, food delivery,
constant check-in texts and more.
Help came without difficulty,
question or complaint.
To my friends and family and

professors and cats: thank you
for moving me when I could not
move myself.
Chances are, no one else
reading this will ever end up
with an eye-eating parasite. But
something may stop you - maybe
for a day, maybe for a year, maybe
for forever.
You may find out you are not
as strong or capable as you had
once thought. I did. It may not
always be all that you want, but
all you can do is all that you can.
So I guess I’m here to tell you
that’s okay.
And ultimately, with the right
support system, maybe in a way,
you are unstoppable. Even with
an eye patch. Are ya ready, kids?

Get your news in your inbox
Sign up for our email newsletter today
Visit BradleyScout.com/signup
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Taking Earth Day one step further
Earth Day celebrations sprouted up across
campus this week that The Scout hopes do not
go to waste. BU Clean Up Crew, the Wellness
Office and Dining Services’ efforts of handing out
both reusable straws and totes gave students easy
access to small steps individuals can take to help
fight climate change.
However noble the efforts, if students do not
take a more lasting lesson from this week then it
could be all for naught. While the colored straws
seemed like a great idea when snapping that
perfect Earth Day Instagram shot, they may end
up in trash bins across campus come next week
or the end of the semester. This waste could be
seen as more harmful than if these items were
not offered.
Silicone straws are seen as one of the more
reusable options because, unlike metal, they will
remain room temperature no matter the drink
and will last far beyond their plastic counterparts.
However, if they are not reused, they are merely

another item to be tossed into landfills before
reaching their full potential.
Reusable totes face a similar dilemma.
The resources needed to produce cotton totes
have a significantly higher and more severe
environmental impact than the production of
plastic bags. This is due to the need for more
resources to both produce and distribute them.
According to a study cited in New York
Magazine last year, cotton bags require 327 uses
to achieve the same per-use ratio to typical plastic
bags found in places such as Target or Wal-Mart
within a year.
This isn’t to say that offering students easier
access to these seemingly environmentally
friendly options is inherently negative. Many
individuals say they want to improve their
personal environmental impacts, but do not
follow through. Receiving straws or totes provides
reusable options for students. Now they will have
a hard time making excuses about not having

reusable options at their disposal.
If these products are tossed after only a few
uses, however, their potential benefits will not
be fully realized. It is relatively easy to purchase
or acquire reusable straws or totes, but doing so
is not the point. These items need to be kept and
utilized for far beyond the end of this semester to
amount to a positive change in individual carbon
footprints.
But if students do not understand the root of
the problem, better habits will never be able to
blossom. We commend BU Clean Up Crew, the
Wellness Office and Dining Services for being
proactive in their goal of encouraging students
to become more environmentally conscious. We
hope students will begin to take the fight against
a throwaway culture more seriously thanks to
Bradley’s events this week.

mawhite@mail.bradley.edu
Assistant Voice Editor
August 22, 2015 was move-in
day. Long story short, I cried. A
lot. Fast forwarding about a week,
things started to feel a little more
comfortable.
A couple weeks into the year,
I had my squad; myself, two other
girls and three guys. I had found
my group – my Monica, Ross,
Chandler, Phoebe, Rachel and
Joey. We were inseparable.
One floor in Harper Hall was
the only thing that stood between
us. The little things like staying up

Assistant News Editor: Meghan
Anderson
mlanderson@mail.bradley.edu
Copy Editor: Conor McEntee
cmcentee@mail.bradley.edu
Copy Editor: Angeline Schmelzer
aschmelzer@mail.bradley.edu
News Reporter: Hannah Snidman
hsnidman@mail.bradley.edu
Sports Editor: Anthony Landahl
alandahl@mail.bradley.edu

Sports Reporter & Photographer:
Justin Limoges
jlimoges@mail.bradley.edu
Sports Reporter : Larry Larson
llarson@mail.bradley.edu

It’ll change

Maddy White

News Editor: Haley Johnson
hcjohnson@mail.bradley.edu

Assistant Sports Editor: Ronan
Khalsa
rkhalsa@mail.bradley.edu

Senior Column
late playing guitar in the lounge (I
know how “college”) and laying
on each other’s futons brought
us closer together as the months
went on.
We played on an intramural
volleyball team together, went
on spring break and met each
other’s parents when move out
day quickly came back around. As
far as any of us were concerned,
we would be friends forever.
Sophomore year, we tried to
pretend like everything remained
how it had always been, but it
was hard to deny the difference.
Casually strolling into each
other’s rooms turned into only
knocking for a specific reason or
not visiting at all.
People say that even the closest
friend groups can drift apart, but I
never saw it happening with mine.
Then I went abroad; London
fall 2017. Sure, it was hard to
leave, but it was much harder
coming back.
January 20, 2018, I moved
back to Peoria. Long story short,
I cried. A lot. I came back to a
broken friend group that moved
on without me. I gained so much
while I was gone, but lost my

Managing Editor: Cole Bredahl
cbredahl@mail.bradley.edu

Joey, Ross and Chandler when I
returned.
I still wonder if it hurt them as
much as it hurt me.
There isn’t much overlap
between the people in my circle
now and the people that were in it
three years ago.
I met one of my very best
friends early freshman year; we
spent quite some time disliking
each other because of the massive
crush I had on her boyfriend. We
moved past the awkwardness and
moved in with each other a little
over a year later. Her boyfriend
since then has filled the role of my
Chandler, Joey and Ross.
I started writing for The Scout
my freshman year. I tried to play
it safe with every article and sat in
the back of the room during every
Sunday critique meeting. Since
then, I have become assistant
editor of the Voice section; my
editor quickly became one of my
best friends.
I wandered into a Red Sea
meeting early my freshman year
and was taken anything but
seriously. Over the years, I met
some of the people I wouldn’t have
been friends with otherwise and,

Voice Editor: Mackenzie Newman
mlnewman@mail.bradley.edu

(humble brag) got to be president
of the largest student organization
during a very exciting year of
Bradley sports.
I met a girl through a mutual
friend and we didn’t talk much
the first six months we knew each
other. We soon realized we were
too similar to not be closer friends.
She adopted me when the people
I felt closest to weren’t there and
for that, I’ll be forever thankful.
Then, there’s the girl that’s
been with me since the beginning.
She was an original member of my
“Friends” cast and someone I’ve
had the privilege of living with
for three years. She has been my
biggest “constant” at Bradley and I
don’t think I’d be anywhere close
to how happy I am without her.
May 19, 2019, I’ll graduate
college. Long story short, I’ll cry.
A lot. I’ll have made it, not at all
the way I thought I would; let’s
just say I took the scenic route.
The people I’ll have after Bradley
haven’t all been with me since the
beginning, but this time around,
I’m sure they’ll be with me until
the end.

Assistant Voice Editor: Maddy White
mawhite@mail.bradley.edu
Design Editor: Erin Martiens
emartiens@mail.bradley.edu
Graphics Editor & Content
Manager: Natasha Lee
nalee@mail.bradley.edu
Multimedia Designer: Logan Pfalzgraf
lpfalzgraf@mail.bradley.edu
Advertising Manager: Michaella
Busato
mbusato@mail.bradley.edu
Advertising Manager: John Finn
jfinn@mail.bradley.edu
Photo Editor: William Craine
wcraine@mail.bradley.edu
Assistant Photo Editor: Katelyn
Edwards
kedwards@mail.bradley.edu
Adviser: Chris Kaergard
ckaergar@bradley.edu

___
All letters to the editor must be received
by 5 p.m. Tuesday in Sisson Hall 319 or
emailed to bradleyscout@gmail.com
for inclusion in Friday’s issue. Letters longer than 500 words will not be accepted.
The Scout reserves the right to edit letters for inappropriate content. All letters
must include the writer’s name, contact
information and relationship to Bradley.
Responses to published letters will be
eligible for print only the week following
their appearance in the Scout.
Any e-mails directed to members of the
Scout staff may be published as letters.
The Scout is published by members
of the undergraduate student body of
Bradley University.
Opinions expressed here do not necessarily reflect those of the university.
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Theater puts a spin on Jane Austen
BY MACKENZIE NEWMAN
Voice Editor
The Bradley theater department opened its final production
of the 2018-19 season, with “Sense and Sensibility,” on April 25.
Based on Jane Austen’s classic and adapted by playwright Kate
Hamill, performances will run through May 5 in the Hartmann
Center.
Directed by assistant professor of theater arts, Dan Matisa,
“Sense and Sensibility” features a cast of 10 students, many who
play multiple roles throughout the show. This doubling not only
presents a special set of challenges for the actors, but also adds to
Matisa’s assertion that Bradley’s particular rendition of Austen’s
beloved story strays further from realism than previous.
“To make it viable as a theatrical piece we have to make it
theatrical,” Matisa said. “We’ve leaned into the humor of it, and
we have the doubling with people switching from character to
character, sometimes right before your eyes.”
Matisa commented on the potential for great humor in the
piece as something that drew him to advocate for the selection
of “Sense and Sensibility” as the final production of the season.
Additionally, he believed that selecting a female-driven story
would round out the department’s semester nicely.

“We had a great female-centered piece called ‘Silent Sky’ to fit
in the first slot and I thought, ‘Well let’s continue the trend,’ and
make the whole semester about women and women’s stories,”
Matisa said.
This particular story, set in late 18th century England, centers
around sisters Marianne and Elinor Dashwood, played by
sophomores Ashleigh Owens and Susan Falk, respectively.
“It’s a story about love,” Owens, said. “It’s so much about
how to operate within the society and how much pressure these
women feel to fall in love and be with men who are supposed to
help support them, and also figuring out what they mean to each
other and to themselves.”
Playing the lead role of Marianne has offered Owens a part
she said she did not see herself in. Working one-on-one with her
director, she created her own portrayal of this iconic character
that she felt comfortable with.
This production overall has been a learning experience for
Owens and her cast mates, including fight choreography, honing
British dialects and a valuable lesson Marianne has imparted.
“By playing Marianne I’ve realized it’s okay to embrace
everything that life has to offer,” Owens said. “Life is all about the
highs and lows, and maybe a bit of the middle ground, but really
it’s experiencing life to the fullest.”

As with all productions the theater department puts on, “Sense
and Sensibility” is heavily student-driven. Costumes, hair and
makeup and choreography were designed by undergraduates.
Matisa has served as a guide to help bring students’ visions to
fruition while simultaneously crafting his own as a director.
The process of realizing a production becomes exponentially
easier when one is surrounded by a team of capable and competent
artists, which is exactly the experience Matisa believes he had.
“The quality of the student work in this is very high,” Matisa
said. “Students can see their peers at their very best, and not just
on stage, but our stage management team, our crew and student
designers. They’ve done tremendous work on this.”
Although students may not be rushing to the box office upon
hearing about a Jane Austen play, the theater department feels
assured this rendition of the beloved tale brings a fresh and
comedic take to a timeless story.
“When people hear Jane Austen, they think ‘Oh four hundred
page novel, it’s a snooze,’ but we have made this into an exciting,
funny, very moving production that I think people will really get
into and will truly enjoy,” Matisa said.
“Sense and Sensibility” tickets can be purchased at the box
office, by phone at 309-677-2650 or online at www.bradley.edu/
theatre.

Bradley theater’s “Sense and Sensibility” runs from April 6 to May 5 and tells the classic story of the Dashwood sisters and their quest for love.

Photos by Tony Xu
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‘Someone Great’ is something alright
BY MACKENZIE NEWMAN
Voice Editor
Goodbyes are never easy, but if you’re going
to have to go through them, you might want
to take notes from the Netflix original movie
“Someone Great,” which premiered April 19.
Centering around the last hurrah for three
best friends about to enter their 30s while
living in New York City, “Someone Great” was
advertised as an epic farewell to the life Jenny
(Gina Rodriquez) once knew with her boyfriend
of nine years (Lakeith Stanfield). Fortunately
for viewers, this rom com does more than just
wallow in the sadness of Jenny’s heartbreak.
Instead, “Someone Great” takes viewers on
a full day excursion that features a drug run to
get only the best stash from RuPaul, green juice
mimosas and a New York rave that name drops
headliners like Kanye and A$AP Rocky.
“Someone Great” never pretends to be
something it’s not, despite not exactly being
what was advertised. Although at first glance
the main plot points seem to be Jenny landing
her dream job for Rolling Stone and losing
her boyfriend, the movie spends little time
developing her and Nate’s supposedly epic love
story. Viewers only get glimpses of their sweet
moments through flashbacks. Those memories
are fleeting and typically brought to abrupt
halts by quips from her two best friends, Erin
(DeWanda Wise) and Blair (Brittany Snow).
There is a certain upbeat air for a film that
shows its main character sobbing into a bottle
of whiskey more than once.
Breakup films have a tendency to focus on the
devastating aspects for drawn out periods of time.
This may be because artists expect that viewers
are watching these films to feel understood or
work through their own feelings. Or it’s simply
a representation of the romanticized version

of breakups that many
conjure whenever they
think of splitting with a significant
other.
But, this movie isn’t meant to sing
to the tune of a breakup ballad. It can’t,
thanks to the comedic timing and overall
raunchiness of Wise’s character Erin. Her
explicit outbursts and detailed sex stories
alone are enough to earn this comedy
its R rating. While some viewers may find
her a bit abrasive, she counters Rodriquez’s
dramatic sad girl moments with a hype-man
mentality that we could all use on a bad day.
Erin’s own struggle of coming to terms with
her first love, Leah (Rebecca Naomi Jones) brings
out a softer side in the character. Making her
more than just a party girl meant to pull Jenny
out of her sorrows helps build the friendship at
the heart of this movie into something almost
worth envying.
Snow rounds out the trio as the typical

good girl goes bad, who starts the movie in
an unhappy relationship and finishes with
another man who gets very little screen time or
development. Her plucky personality contrasts
Wise well enough to make it clear why creators
would include her, but her performance pales
in comparison to the dramatics of Wise and
Rodriquez.
There are elements of “Bridesmaids” and

“Sex and the City” woven throughout the
women’s trek across the city in search of love,
drugs and booze. “Someone Great” feels a bit
like a mash-up of Saturday Night Live skits
and an over-typical girls night movie, to be
truthful. Whether or not that’s a bad thing
can be determined by individual viewers.
While it’s certainly not a game changer for
Netflix, or anyone really, “Something Great”
is a watch that can certainly make audiences
laugh and may even become a new guilty
pleasure. Rom coms don’t have to be good to be
loved, after all. It comes with the territory of the
genre.
The friendship and chemistry between
Rodriquez, Wise and Snow valiantly attempts to
make up for all that the movie lacks. It may not
be a big budget film, nor does it say anything
particularly profound about heartache or
moving on, but “Someone Great” at least makes
for an entertaining two hours.

April 26, 2019

Earthly anthem
BY MADDY WHITE
Assitant Voice Editor
Remember “We are the World?” The anthem that every top chart artist had
a role in when the 7.2 magnitude earthquake hit Haiti in 2009. Well, Lil Dicky
created a charity anthem of his own last week dedicated to the Earth.
The 31-year-old rapper created a new track titled “Earth,” with a video that
received almost 50 million views its first week. The message behind the song
is rallying together as a planet to save the Earth before it’s too late.
His reasoning behind the song can be summed up simply, he said, “My
main priority is to get people to give a sh*t about saving the Earth.”
The song features an extensive list of celebrities including Justin Bieber,
Ariana Grande, Halsey, Snoop Dogg, Kevin Hart, Ed Sheeran, Joel Embiid and
Leonardo DiCaprio. In the animated video, each celebrity takes on the role of
an animal (or marijuana plant in Snoop Dogg’s case) which makes it hard not
to enjoy.
Lil Dicky jumps from country to country and even outer space to emphasize
the fact that we’re all in this together. It wouldn’t be a Lil Dicky song if he
didn’t incorporate some type of comedic element between each verse, and he
made sure to deliver.
TED Talks and documentaries aren’t working. It’s time to wake up. This
video does a great job of gaining the attention of the younger generation
through both the lyrics and the celebrities sprinkled throughout the video.
The rapper includes Leonardo DiCaprio, who aside from acting, is known
for his environmental campaigns and charities. DiCaprio acknowledges the
problems with the Earth and uses his few moments toward the end of the song
to advocate helping the planet.
The video ends with Lil Dicky explaining the current state of the planet in
based on research done by environmental scientists. He said we have roughly
12 years to turn this planet around or else we’re doomed. 12 years; that’s not
a long time.
He created the website welovetheearth.org where people can learn about
the current situation we’re in and the little things they can do to help. One
hundred percent of the proceeds from this song will go towards various
environmental organizations so hopefully we can give the Earth a future that
lasts beyond 12 years.
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Classifieds
Classified ads can be submitted to the Scout Office in Sisson Hall
319 or by calling the Scout office at (309) 677-3067. Please submit
classified ads by 5 p.m. Monday for inclusion in the Friday issue.

1507 West Calendar
5 bedroom house, 2 bathrooms,, 2 kitchens, large house with big
bedrooms, newly remodeled, big front porch, laundry, $350 per 5
students. Call or text Dan: 309-645-6583 or
email dan@jbuprop.com lease can start in
May, June, July or August.
IDEAL RENTALS
1 to 3 bedroom Apartments
Recently Remodeled
Dishwasher, Laundry, AC, Free WIFI and Parking.
637-5515 or info@idelrentals.net
Ideal Rentals
1115 Underhill has newly remodeled 3br apartments.
Off Street Parking, In Apartment Laundry and Free WIFI.
Contact Us At 637-5515 or info@idealrentals.net
1714 Barker
4 Bedroom 2 Bath, Nice Front Porch, Off Street Parking, Free
Washer and Dryer, 2 Blocks From Bradley.
Contact Us At 637-5515 or josh@idealrentals.net
Apartments and Houses For Rent
Available May 2019-May 2020 school year. 1-5 bedroom
apartments and houses. All close to campus, remodeled,
new carpet, washer and dryer.
Affordable rents. Contact 309-453-3065
or info@rentbuproperties.com.

Solutions Posted Online

UNIVERSITY PROPERTIES 2019/2020
We have very nice housing for groups of 1 to 7, located on some
of the most desirable streets surrounding Bradley’s campus Barker, Bradley, Cooper, Fredonia, Main, Rebecca, and
University. Check out our website for more information
- www.rentUPbu.com.

Crosswords
Across

Down

April 26, 2019

THE SCOUT

NEWS

A7

Connect with Cru
BY VERONICA BLASCOE
Off-staff Reporter
Cru (formerly known as the
Campus Crusade for Christ) is a
Christian organization dedicated
to spreading the gospel. Meetings
and Bible study are held 8 p.m. on
Thursdays, in the Garrett Center or
in the organization’s building on
Bradley Avenue.
“It’s basically just a caring
community that is dedicated to
connecting students to Jesus Christ,”
said Taylor Saucier, president and
junior retail merchandising major.
The organization partners with
Bethany Baptist Church in Edwards,
Illinois to host service on Thursday
nights called “Intersection” for
Bradley and Illinois Central College
students that typically draws a crowd
of 60 to 80.
Ryan Vance currently helps
run Thursday night services
and got involved with Cru as an
undergraduate. After graduating in
2017, he started working there fulltime.
According to Vance, Thursday
nights typically consist of singing
worship songs, a short message
delivered by a staff member, followed
by a themed after-party.
“In our messages, we usually work

our way through the book of the
Bible to get the best idea of what the
book is trying to tell us,” Vance said.
“This semester is the book of first
John.”
The Cru organization doesn’t
just stay on campus. Members can
go on mission trips in addition to
the regular activities. Saucier,
for example, spent the summer in
Greenfield, New Jersey.
The Bradley chapter of Cru
also partners with Western Illinois
University, Illinois Central College,
OSF, Illinois State and other
community colleges for weekend
getaways. There is a summit at
the end of the month in Macomb,
where members will discuss their
successes, failures and feelings about
the previous year.
According to Vance, the
organization is always happy to
receive new members.
“If you’re interested in learning
about yourself, or life, or God, in
any sense of the word, then I would
say come check us out,” Saucier said.
“And if you just want community,
of any sort, and you’re not even
interested in God, then I would still
say come check us out.”
Interested students can contact
Saucier at tsauscier@mail.bradley.
edu.

Climate Change
and the impact on
humanity

BY CONOR MCENTEE
Copy Editor

The evening started off quiet at
6:45 p.m. Not many people were in
attendance and the speaker, Dr. Jeanie
Bukowski, had just arrived. Then, five
minutes later, the whole room was
filled with students in the relatively
small Bradley Hall room 120.
Everyone was gathered for the
Science and Politics of Global Climate
Change presented by Bukowski.
This takes an in depth look at the
causes of Climate Change, looking
at the history from when it was first
discussed in 1827 by Jean Baptiste
Joseph Fourier.
The presentation went over
aspects like the greenhouse
effect, natural processes versus
anthropogenic (man-made) factors of
climate change, the Paris agreement
of 2015 and how to respond to the
changes with strategic plans.
When asked why she put on this
program, Dr. Bukowski explained it
was her students that encouraged her
to do so.
“Basically, my students who are
currently in my class asked me to do
it.” Bukowski said. “I have been doing
something like this in a variety of
venues so it kind of stems from my
interests.”
Bukowski explained in depth about
how climate change first peaked her
interest and how she came to make a
class and presentation out of it.
“I got interested in climate change
when I was doing research in Spain
and Portugal, especially southern

Spain because you see a lot of climate
change impacts already and I was
doing work on cross boundary water
policy with the shared river basins
between Spain and Portugal.” She said.
“I started seeing a lot of these climate
change impacts, so I got interested
in it and things gradually developed
and Dr. Morris and I started doing the
class together.”
Students have taken notice of her
passion for the environment and have
educated themselves about climate
change and its repercussions.
“I think it’s important that we
realize that this problem [climate
change] is increasing at a larger
rate than expected because there
aren’t really any changes being
made by policymakers or fossil fuel
companies.” Ariana Galvez, freshman
political science and international
studies double major, said.
Bukowski hopes that students
gain better insight about climate
change and the reason why we need
to do something about it.
“[Gaining] Knowledge about
what the problem is and the scientific
consensus is because that tends to be
something that Americans in general
don’t necessarily understand.”
Bukowski said. “It’s more of a
politicized issue in the U.S. more so
than most of the other countries in
the world. I want people to get what
scientific consensus is and where that
research comes from and why we
know what we know. Secondly, that
we are all responsible.”

The current Cru headquarters is located at 1218 W. Bradley Ave.
photo by Katelyn Edwards

Starts with a straw
BY TIRZAHSPRIGELA
CHRISTOPHER
Off-staff Reporter
Plastic, plastic and more plastic.
In celebration of Earth Day, students
had the opportunity to receive
reusable straws, tote bags and pots
to go green.
The BU CleanUp Crew teamed
up with the Wellness Office to
introduce a variety of healthy habits
to students, who could then develop
these habits.
“The hope is to get students
thinking about how much waste
they are generating, specifically
in the form of single-use plastic,”
said Malini Wijesinghe, president
of BU CleanUp Crew and senior
biochemistry, philosophy and
Spanish triple major.
On Monday, reusable silicone
straws were given out on the Olin
Quad and the Michel Student Center.
A banner was hung on the side of
Olin Hall where students wrote a
pledge that would help them reduce
their footprint on the Earth. Straw
cleaners and stickers were also
provided.

“My pledge was to recycle more
plastic water bottles, just because
I use a lot of them,” said Keelan
Rodgers, freshman animation major.
“I want more initiatives like this on
campus as they help us protect our
environment and the more free stuff,
the better.”
Approximately 200 people to stop
by to pick their straw and many
students posted pictures with their
reusable straws on their social media
accounts.
On Wednesday, reusable tote bags
were given out to students after they
played a game called “Sort It Out.”
The game involved students sorting
items into recycling and trash bins,
based on their knowledge of which
materials are recyclable and which
are not.
“We hope that, by giving students
these reusable options, it serves as a
symbolic reminder to them to think
about their plastic consumption
and to hopefully make choices that
reduce the amount of plastic they use
on a day-to-day basis,” said Michael
Cortese, physical therapy graduate
student and graduate assistant at the

@

Wellness Office at Bradley.
On Friday, students were given
biodegradable pots to plant their
own basil or flower seeds.
“I love plants and anything to do
with the Earth,” said Sarah Samuel,
junior accounting major. “Especially
while being in college and it being
almost finals week, studying in a
room with plants really helps with
stress and anxiety levels.”
The Clean Water Celebration
and the Sun Foundation in Peoria
inspired president of the BU CleanUp
Crew to bring these initiatives to
Bradley.
“Plastic is a relatively easy thing
to cut out of one’s daily life with
a little preparedness,” Wijesinghe
said. “I am fortunate to know these
foundations who have helped
me make my dream a reality and
help so many students protect the
environment.”
To join or find out more about
the BU CleanUp Crew contact
mwijesinghe@mail.bradley.edu or
bradleycleanupcrew@gmail.com.

Get the news online
www.bradleyscout.com
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Who would play you in a movie and why?
“Conan O’Brien because
he’s also a ginger.”

“Marky-Mark Wahlberg
because he keeps himself in
insane shape.”
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-Tommy Vannieuwenhoven,
senior management and
leadership major
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-Conner Wittman, junior
music composition major

i
rs
O
k
Patric

w

“Robert Downey Jr.
because he’s clever and
cares a lot about people.”
“Michelle Obama because
she’s successful and
influential.”

“My go-to is Blake Lively,
not because she looks
like me or acts like me but
because she’s really hot.”

-Breana Wayne, freshman
pre-liberal arts and
sciences major

-Mary Bausman, senior
music business major
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-Patrick Orsinger,
sophomore finance major
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BY HALEY JOHNSON
News Editor

Com Night hosted “Moses of marketing”
BY HALEY JOHNSON
News Editor
The
Department
of
Communication hosted its first Com
Night last night, a celebration of
the department’s past, present and
future.
Bradley alumnus Jeff Bogart,
founder of Bogart, Hurst & Ference
law firm, opened the event and
introduced his friend and the event’s
keynote speaker, Joey Reiman.
Reiman, who was given the
nickname the “Moses of marketing,”
is the chairman of Brand New World
Studios which works to find purpose
among Fortune 500 companies.
Borgart became a good friend of
Reiman’s after representing him in
a lawsuit.
“As you’ll find out shortly, Joey
ain’t a regular guy,” Bogart said when
introducing Reiman. “Geniuses are
just different.”
In Reiman’s speech to students
and faculty, he explained how to find
purpose in life that will to lead to a
more fullfilling career.
“In order to find your purpose,
you need three things,” Reiman said.

“You need to know what you love,
know what you’re good at, how
you’re going to help someone with it.
If you don’t define yourself, you will
be defined by others.”
Reiman said he used this formula
to launch the “Like a Girl” Superbowl
campaign with the brand Always,
owned by Procter & Gamble Co.
This led to increased exposure of
the brand and instilled confidence in
teenage girls going through puberty.
“This is a lecture about moving
away from the commerciality of
business and to the humanity of
business,” Reiman said.
In his book “The Story of Purpose:
The Path to Creating a Brighter
Brand, a Greater Company and a
Lasting Legacy,” Reiman outlines
words should be “humanized.”
For example, use “love” instead of
“loyalty” and “missionaries” instead
of “employees.”
“I really enjoyed the talk,” said
John Collin, junior marketing and
sports communication double major.
“It was pretty inspiring to recognize
that there’s a purpose out there for
everyone.”
During Com Night, Joey Reiman shares his experiences bringing “purpose” to Fortune 500 companies.
photo by Tony Xu
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Baseball’s streak ends at 12

photo by Justin Limoges

The Braves allowed 14 runs in the loss to Dallas Baptist that snapped their 12 game winning streak.
BY JUSTIN LIMOGES
Sports Reporter
After equaling the second-longest
winning streak in program history,
the Bradley baseball team finds itself
amidst a three-game losing streak.
The Braves lost two of three in a
Missouri Valley Conference series
at Dallas Baptist and a mid-week
matchup against Illinois.
The Braves are now 24-13 overall
and 4-5 in MVC play. Prior to last
weekend, Bradley was undefeated in
12 consecutive games and held the
longest active winning streak in the
nation.
Bradley
head
coach
Elvis
Dominguez thought the team
competed hard against the DBU
Patriots, despite the results in the
second and third games.
“[The team was] playing great
baseball,” Dominguez said. “There
were two out of three great ball
games down at DBU [that we could
have won].”
Last Friday, Bradley surged late
in the first game of the series against
DBU to win 2-1 at Horner Ballpark,
thanks to RBIs by senior outfielders
Jean-Francois Garon and Andy
Shadid.
Senior pitcher Mitch Janssen led

an impressive effort that night by
turning in 5.1 scoreless innings to
lower his ERA to 1.06. He walked two
in the fifth, but redshirt junior pitcher
Ben Olson came on and kept the game
scoreless with a ground out and pop
out.
Garon homered for the first run of
the game in the seventh inning, his
fourth of the season. Junior outfielder
Dan Bolt hit a single followed by
Shadid’s two-out triple, securing a
Braves’ 2-0 lead.
Olson struck out four Patriots in
the seventh and eighth innings with
ease. DBU’s Evan Sandmann had an
RBI that cut the Braves’ lead to one.
Olson found in trouble in the ninth,
however, alongside junior infielder
Luke Shadid’s throwing mishap that
put runners on the corners with no
outs.
Junior Theron Denlinger relieved
and stopped the potential DBU
comeback with a pair of ground balls
and a strike out, securing his third
save of the season.
On Saturday, Dallas Baptist
completed a doubleheader sweep
against the Braves, winning 14-3
and 7-6 to end Bradley’s 12-game
win streak. The Braves had their
opportunities to win the series, but
gave DBU the chances to take it away,

according to Dominguez.
The Patriots scored in each of the
first four innings of the second game,
including a five-run second inning.
They run-ruled the Braves 14-3 in the
seventh inning.
In the final game, Bradley scored
early with three runs in the first
inning followed by one in the second.
DBU, however, scored twice with
two outs in the bottom of the eighth
to comeback for the 7-6 victory. As
a result, the Patriots took the series,
two to one.
Bolt highlighted the day for the
Braves with two hits and a home
run in each game. He extended his
team-high home run count to eight
and hitting streak to 14 games. He
said he felt good about his individual
performance in the last two games
even though the team couldn’t close
out the series.
“It’s a good feeling [to make two
hits a home run] for sure,” Bolt said.
“We got a lot of walks [against us],
which are going to kill you though. It
was a good game and I have a lot of
respect for them, but that was a tough
game to lose.”
Bradley’s starting left fielder, Bolt,
was recognized for his hot week at
the plate nationally and by the MVC
league office Monday. In the morning

he was recognized along with 14
other players by Collegiate Baseball
Newspaper as National Players of
the Week and later in the day as the
Missouri Valley Conference Playerof-the-Week.
On Tuesday night, Bradley
hosted Illinois in a non-conference,
10-inning contest at Dozer Park.
Illinois delivered back-to-back twoout RBI singles in the 10th to secure
a 4-2 win.
The Fighting Illini scored a run
early in the third, but the Braves tied
it at one in the seventh, thanks to a
game-tying home run from Andy
Shadid.
The Braves had their backs to the
wall again after first baseman Kellen
Sarver hit a homer of his own to give
Illinois the lead, 2-1, in the top of the
ninth.
While Bolt’s team-best 14-game
hitting streak ended that night, he
secured a leadoff walk to start a ninth
inning rally. Bolt advanced to second
on a passed ball and tied the game
following a sacrifice fly from Andy
Shadid, who evened things yet again.
Dominguez said Shadid and Bolt
have been performing great this year
for the team and the ninth inning
against Illinois was a testament to
that.

“Both [Shadid and Bolt] have been
carrying us all year,” Dominguez said.
“Andy basically tied the game for
us in the seventh. Danny hit three
great balls tonight and one of them
happened to hit the pitcher with two
runners on base – that’s just baseball,
but those guys have had outstanding
years.”
Bolt noted how his steals in the
late game were vital but still believed
the team started slowly.
“I was just looking to advance the
base and we were looking to bunt
there at the end,” Bolt said. “I’ll take
anything to take the extra bag, but I
think we came out real slow. I know
we got going late in the game, but
you got to stay solid throughout the
whole game.”
Denlinger couldn’t hold the Illini
in the final inning giving up two
runs in three hits and a walk. Illinois’
Michael Massey provided the 3-2 lead
on a two-out, two-strike single.
Zac Taylor hit a single of his own
to the right field to add an insurance
run before Illinois closed out the 4-2
victory in the bottom half of the 10th.
The Braves are on the road to play
Missouri State at 2 p.m. today opening
a three-game MVC series.
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How much is too much?
MLS announces plans to expand to 30 teams
BY HERNAN GUTIERREZ
Off-staff Reporter
Soccer is a rapidly emerging sport
in the United States. Gone are the
days where the only thought people
had of soccer was minivans and postgame snacks. It’s serious business
now.
Viewership,
attendance
and
participation in soccer is on the rise.
MLS teams have some of the craziest
and most loyal fan sections.
This explosion of interest can
be seen all across the country. The
Atlanta United frequently sells out
Mercedes-Benz Stadium, a stadium’s
tenets who are primarily NFL team.
One of the most attended sporting
events in U.S. history was a soccer
game at Michigan Stadium with
109,218 people to witness the match.
Just this year the MLS Cup final had a
higher in-person attendance than the
Super Bowl.
With all that said, it should come
as a no-brainer the MLS wants to
continue expanding. They have
expanded to or plan to expand to

TENNIS
Continued from A12
well we refocus and come out with
energy in the singles and were still
able to win.”
Wijesinghe, who has an 11-8
doubles record, said it’s important to
have the confidence to still win after
losing the doubles point. She said the
doubles game is much faster and the
team cannot afford slow starts.
“[Losing] fires me up because
there’s a chip on your shoulder,”
Wijesinghe said. “We have shown
that we can play really good singles
this semester and we can rely on that
in times when our doubles isn’t going
how we want it. We just need to be
more ready to go at the start.”
Only one singles match went to a
third set tiebreaker that Lojpur took
10-1. The freshman persevered and
her opponent double-faulted twice.
Barbery and Lojpur’s victories
made them the first Braves to have
undefeated MVC seasons. Lojpur set
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markets with little competition.
Cincinnati started a franchise this
year with Nashville and Austin
joining in the next two years.
While this makes sense from the
business side of things, continuous
expansion is awful for the
development of American soccer.
The top European leagues have
anywhere from 16 to 20 teams. On
top of that, they have some kind of
promotion and relegation system. The
system provides more motivation for
teams to stay out of the bottom of the
standings.
Now, I am a very big proponent
of implementing promotion and
relegation for the MLS, but that is a
whole other column in itself. My issue
with the expansion is that its forcing
the American soccer product to be
spread thin.
Commissioner Don Garber goes
on and on about how he sees the MLS
becoming a top tier league. However,
expansion allows mediocre teams
to continue mediocrity. Instead of
looking to expand the product, the
MLS needs to focus on growing a

better product.
This expansion is the the tip of
the iceberg of problems the MLS
has. In addition, there is currently no
real incentive for young Americans
to want to play here in the states.
Some of the best young Americans
are playing in Europe, developing
into World Class players. It has been
proven that the key to international
success is a quality domestic league,
and the MLS does not provide that.
The MLS has many problems
that lead it to be a mediocre league.
Currently, I feel the only reasons I am
a fan of the MLS is because of duty
and proximity. As an American soccer
fan I feel like it’s my duty to promote
the domestic league. Along with that,
it’s easy being an MLS fan since I live
in the U.S. As a fan of soccer I want to
be a fan of the MLS.
In the future, I may be open to a
30-plus team league. However, in
order for that to happen the MLS
needs to switch course. It all comes
down to quality over quantity.

the mark for most singles wins as a
freshman at 23 but, more notably,
set the program record at the No. 2
position with 16 wins.
Tyler said the historic season is
the pay off for months of hard work
and effort.
“I gotta give full credit to the group
of young ladies that I get to coach and
my assistant coach [Steve Tyler, my
dad],” Tyler said. “They come every
day with a great attitude and work
super hard. When you combine that
with great team camaraderie, you end
up with seasons like this. We are just
seeing everything come together. We
have been able to stay focused and
have great energy 15 times.”
The solidarity of the team could be
a credit to its two graduating seniors
Wijesinghe and Haight. Haight, a
redshirt junior, played for a year and
a half before taking two years off for
nursing school and returning for her
last semester of college.
Wijesinghe touched upon the prematch ceremony and being able to

play with her best friend one last time
in Peoria.
“It was special for all of us today,
our teammates and [vice president for
student affairs] Nathan Thomas’ kids
brought us flowers,” Wijesinghe said.
“It’s a blast to play with [Haight],
she’s my roommate, my best friend
and it’s been a lot of fun to have her
back and I think it’s one of the best
decisions she’s made.”
Tyler said the seniors pushed the
team in the right direction daily.
“They both bring a lot of
leadership and there’s never been
a day when they haven’t lifted up
their teammates,” Tyler said. “They
are people we can count on to have
positive energy.”
Bradley sports four 20-plus
singles match winners and Perlwitz
has 18 heading into the conference
tournament.
The Braves will be in Cedar Falls,
Iowa for the MVC Championship
this weekend. They are seeded at the
No. 3 position and play UNI at 5 p.m.

Who is your NFL draft sleeper pick?
Nasir Adderley

vs. Donald Parham

The media understandably loves
to focus on top prospects come draft
time. It all makes sense as the early
picks of today’s draft will be the
stars of tomorrow. While franchises
may be built around key stars, it’s
the supporting players picked up
outside of the first round that help
build dynasties.
One of the these future
supporting players is defensive back
Nasir Adderley from the University
of Delaware. While the jump to the
NFL will be a big one, Adderley has
the experience and the stats to show
his value to any team.
Adderley began his career
at Delaware as one of two true
freshmen to start all games that
season. Since then he was a reliable
asset to his team, continuing to
make the starting lineup until his
graduation. Not only does this
prove that Adderley is consistent
and reliable, it means he has had the
opportunity to build his football IQ
through on field experience.
While
experience
isn’t
everything,
especially
since
the transition to the NFL is a
challenging one, Adderley also has
the statistics to prove his worth. He
managed to put up a 34.8 percent
forced incompletion rate his senior
year. This is six percent ahead of the
next closest safety. His defensive
prowess will be essential to any
team.
Many experts see Adderley
picking up a starting position early
on in the season and becoming
a young leader on any defensive
squad.
Ultimately, Adderley has the
experience and skill set to be a key
second round pick. If your team
needs a safety, Adderley will be
a great pick up for their defensive
plans.

At 6-foot 8-inches tall and
243 pounds, Donald Parham is a
matchup nightmare, and he’s ready
to scare the NFL.
Parham dominated the final two
years of his career with the Stetson
Hatters, leading all Division I tight
ends in receptions and receiving
yards during his senior year. He
averaged 9.4 receptions per game
and 146.6 yards per game. Parham
also had at least one receiving
touchdown in eight games and went
over 100 receiving yards in seven of
them.
While statistics provide evidence
for his dominance, they do not
even tell Parham’s whole story.
Intangibles, like his speed, leaping
ability, great hands and large catch
radius, are what really differentiate
the 21-year-old from other players
in his position group.
Although he’s built like a
powerful tight end, the NFL
prospect runs and jumps like a wide
receiver. He ran the 40-yard dash in
4.65 seconds and his vertical jump
measured at 39 inches. Also, his
hands are measured at 10.5 inches,
allowing for acrobatic catches
across the middle of the field. These
are all above average.
For
comparison,
Rob
Gronkowski,
New
England’s
recently retired tight end, ran a
4.68 40-yard dash, had a 33.5-inch
vertical jump and has hands that are
10.75 inches.
Parham only played one year of
high school football and because of
this his body has absorbed notably
less hits than most NFL prospects.
Health is key for professional
football and he’s on the right
side. Additionally, Parham played
basketball for most of his life before
taking up football. The speed and
athletic ability he gained from
basketball will only benefit him in
the NFL, where the competition
level is notably higher than college.
Even though he isn’t widely
known, Donald Parham should
be. Whether it’s his size or his
impressive measurements, Parham
will make the general managers who
pass on him regret their decision for
many years to come.
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Men’s golf places fourth in MVC
Championships in seniors’ finale
BY ANTHONY LANDHAL
Sports Editor
Despite
placing
fourth
in
the Missouri Valley Conference
Championship on Tuesday, Bradley
men’s golf head coach Jeff Roche
reflected on the past four years with
his seniors.
Four of the seven players on the
roster will graduate this spring,
ending an era marked with success.
Two of the players from this year’s
roster, senior Drake Bushong and
Michael Mounce, both competed in
the NCAA Regional round last May.
“It’s gonna be hard to see them
leave,” Roche said. “This group, I’ve
enjoyed having around … They’ve
been a part of raising our program
to the highest level its been in a long
time, if not ever. That part I’ll be
grateful for forever. It’s been a great
run.”
As the returning MVC champions,

the Braves could not defend their
crown at the Dalhousie Country Club
in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.
At the par-72 club, Bradley scored
302 in the first round and 301 in the
second round on Monday and 291 in
the final round on Tuesday.
“We didn’t play great at
Mississippi State the week before but
played really well the final day,” Roche
said. “We had some good momentum
going in and we just didn’t come
through as far as that first day. When
you play a 36-hole day, we have no
breaks. So you don’t have a chance to
reevaluate.”
Southern Illinois finished first
after finishing second to the Braves
last year. In all the three rounds, the
Salukis fired under 300, including
a tournament-best 281 in the final
round to win by 10 strokes. Illinois
State took second behind SIU with a
score of 869.
“I thought we were in a pretty

good state of mind coming in,” Roche
said. “Illinois State and SIU were the
two favorites last year, and, coming
in, they had a little more of an edge.”
Junior Charles Jahn finished eighth
overall individually with rounds of

“They’ve been a part of raising
our program to the highest level
its been in a long time, if not
ever. That part I’ll be grateful for
forever. It’s been a great run.”
- Jeff Roche
Men’s golf head coach

2-over-par 74 in the first, 4-over-par
76 in the second and a Bradley best
3-under-par 68 in the final round.
Bushong finished ninth overall
individually. He performed the best
for Bradley in the first two rounds,
carding a pair of par-72’s. He ended

the final day of his Bradley career
with a 3-over-par 75.
Roche reflected on Bushong’s
career, highlighted by four All-MVC
performer awards. Bushong is the
only player to achieve this feat in
program history and one of eight to
do so in conference history.
“It’s a testament to who Drake is
and the hard work that he’s put into
it,” Roche said. “You look at all his
accolades as far as being a studentathlete, his whole career is very well
rounded. Every accolade he’s getting
he’s earned and deserves.”
Roche said he will have to adjust
to training a new class of recruits
next season. He looks forward to
implementing the system he has
developed over the past few seasons
with young talent.
“With the success we had, it’s
allowed us to raise the bar in who
we’re recruiting and bringing in,”
Roche said. “We really don’t have a

whole lot of [players with] playing
experience [with Bradley] but a lot of
experience from outside that they’re
bringing in.”
Roche said after winning the
championship last year, he has started
to emphasize the process of smart
and in-the-moment effort rather than
focusing on the winning or losing
result.
“We can understand winning is
important, but the process of getting
anywhere is the most important
thing,” Roche said.
Mounce said he believes the team
is in a great position next year and
offered some advice to the freshmen
coming that mirrored Roche’s
mentality.
“To not [overthink it],” Mounce
said. “Just play how you play in junior
golf and get the ball in the hole.”

It’s all about getting
used to success
BY JOSH SCHWAM
Off-staff Reporter
When Darren Gauson first took
over the Bradley Cross Country and
Track Program in 2015, it was in a
much different place than it is now.
The women’s team had just won
the Missouri Valley Conference Cross
Country Championship, and the men
matched their best finish in school
history at the championship in third
place. The teams combined to send
five runners to the NCAA Cross
Country Championships.
But as odd as it sounds for a
program that has had enormous
success recently, that was really it.
The men’s team was solid, but
they weren’t filling headlines with
feats of personal and school records
being broken. The women’s team was

strong in conference but did not have
a national presence.
In Gauson’s fourth year with the
program, the men won the MVC and
placed second in the regional meet,
guaranteeing the team a spot at NCAA
Cross Country Championships. The
women won the MVC as well, though
they finished ninth at the NCAA
Regional meet and did not earn a spot
at the championships.
Regardless, it was newfound
success. 2019 was the culmination
of Gauson’s gauntlet to build the
program from minute to a nationally
recognized name.
The men were ranked as high
as 24th in the country. They even
generated enough attention to get
covered by the national running news
website FloTrack.
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One Brave covered in that story
was senior Michael Ward, one of
Bradley’s top runners.
Ward, a native of Cardiff, South
Wales, Great Britain, was at the helm
of Bradley’s past four years of success
on the course.
But when he first came to Bradley,
success was far from a given.
“We had a lot of guys with
big aspirations, but the belief was
lacking,” Ward said. “Now that we
have [performed well at the highest
level] it is easier for the younger guys
to buy into the program.”
Ward said, as a graduating senior,
he feels an obligation to help the
incoming freshmen.
“I like to speak with the new guys
one-on-one,” Ward said. “I want to
make sure they have someone they

can speak to and feel safe with if they
need to talk about anything, running
or not.”
The belief of a winning mentality
that was once lacking became
contagious. Redshirt freshman Jack
Franklin echoed Ward’s belief as
proof of the influence.
“Since I stepped foot on campus
we’ve been preparing to become a
national caliber program,” Franklin
said.
It’s the course a successful program
thrives on: from the first day of an
incoming freshman’s career, winning
is a part of the culture. Though that
may have been a foreign concept to
a young Ward and Gauson, being
competitive at races and winning
seems to be the only habit they are in
tune with nowadays.

Podcast Producer
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Reporters
Entry-level postion, no previous
experience required

Next year will be the first time
Bradley will compete without
the senior core of Ward, Haren
Dunderdale and Will Anderson.
Even without a large part of the
program, Franklin does not seem
nervous.
“We have the mindset that we
can be as good as we were last year,”
Franklin said. “The mindset that we
should have from now on is that we
are a national caliber program and
that should be the expectation every
year. We got over the hump and now
we can take the talent we already
have in place, develop it and improve
on the level we already were.”
The Braves will send runners to
three more meets this spring. This
weekend the team splits up running
at the Drake Relays and Kip Janvrin
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Check out our column this week
Is the future of the MLS upon us?
With an expanding league, it’s
time to rethink soccer in America.
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Tennis sets program record
with 15 dual match victories

The Braves defeated both Drake and Northern Iowa this past weekend. It was the first time Bradley has ever defeated Drake in tennis.
BY RONAN KHALSA
Assistant Sports Editor
With two wins over Drake and
Northern Iowa this past weekend, the
Bradley tennis team set the record
for most wins in a season in program
history, going 15-7.
Bradley also finished the regular
season with a 4-1 record in Missouri
Valley Conference play. The team’s
second place finish in the conference
is the best finish since joining the
MVC in the 1992-93 season.
Both matches were hosted
outdoors at the David Markin Tennis
Courts for the first time this season
and the Braves only dropped one
singles match through the two days.
Senior Malini Wijesinghe said the
mid-70’s temperatures were pleasant
to play in but said the team had to
adjust to the setting and conditions.
“It’s tougher to win outside for us
because we play most of the season
indoors, so it’s an adjustment to get
out here and play with the wind and
the sun and all the things that affect
the game,” Wijesinghe said.
On Saturday, Bradley seemed
prepared for the elements as it earned
its first dual match victory against
Drake for the first time in team
history. Before the victory, the Braves
had dropped the previous 25 meetings

to the Bulldogs.
The pairing of sophomore Sandra
Maletin and junior Natalia Barbery
took the No. 1 doubles match to a
tiebreaker and won 7-1 in the playoff.
The No. 3 pairing of Wijesinghe
and redshirt junior Lindsay Haight
held off the Bulldogs for three match
points and won 7-5.
Bradley cruised to the team win
by winning the first three singles
matches. After MVC Freshman of
the Year No. 2 Bozana Lojpur and
sophomore No. 5 Nina Marjanovic
won, No. 1 Maletin clinched a 6-2
victory following a first set victory
of 7-6.
Sunday started as a different story
as Bradley was overmatched by UNI
and fell in all three doubles matches.
Sixth-year head coach Matt Tyler
said although doubles were a struggle,
he was proud of the way the team
refocused and swept all six singles
matches for the historic 15th victory.
“Fortunately. we are really good
in singles and that’s about all the
consolation I have,” Tyler said. “I
can’t explain [why we have trouble
in doubles] because we practice really
well. I think it’s a testament to how

see TENNIS
page A10

photo by Kayla Johnson

